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1. Former Rajasthan Speaker, ex-MLA Girraj Tiwari passes away at 105
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2. Cough syrups not contaminated, says Centre; T.N. test detects

adulteration
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Former Rajasthan Speaker, ex-MLA

Girra!' Tiwari passes away at 105

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Former Rajasthan Assemb-
ly Speaker Girraj Prasad Ti-
wari died in Bharatpur late
on Thursday night at the
age of 105 years. Tiwari
was respected across the
political spectrum for his
knowledge of parliamen-
tary traditions and his ba-
lanced and dignified ap-
proach to politics.

Tiwari was born at Bi-
dyari village of Bayana sub-
division in Bharatpur dis-
trict in 1920.

He served as the As-
sembly Speaker from Janu-
ary 31, 1986, to March 11,
1990, and was twice elect-
ed as an MLA.

Tiwari also held the po-
sition of Deputy Speaker
from March 29, 1985, to Ja-
nuary 31, 1986. He began

his career as a lawyer, fol-
lowing which he entered
into politics to become the
Panchayat Samiti Pradhan
and the Zila Pramukh.

The departed leader’s
body was cremated at Bi-
dyari on Friday in the pre-
sence of a battery of politi-
cal leaders, including Chief

-
Former Rajasthan Assembly Speaker Girraj Prasad Tiwari with
Congress leader Ashok Gehlot. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Minister Bhajan Lal Shar-
ma and elderly socialist
leader and former Bharat-
pur MP Pandit Ramkishan.

Condolences poured in
from various social and
political figures, several of
whom highlighted the loss
of an experienced perso-
nality. Veteran Congress

He was respected for
his knowledge of
parliamentary
traditions and his
balanced, dignified
approach to politics

leader and former Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot said
Tiwari, who lived a “splen-
did life” up to the age of
105 years, was an example
of discipline and vivacity.

Governor’s condolences
Governor Haribhau Ba-
gade and Assembly Speak-
er Vasudev Devnani also
condoled Tiwari’s death.
Mr. Devnani lauded the de-
parted leader’s contribu-
tion in keeping the deco-
rum of the House and
upholding the parliamen-
tary conventions.

Former Rajasthan Speaker, ex-MLA Girraj Tiwari passes away at 105
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e Former Rajasthan Assembly Speaker Girraj Prasad Tiwari died in Bharatpur late on
Thursday night at the age of 105 years. Tiwari was respected across the political spectrum
for his knowledge of parliamentary traditions and his balanced and dignified approach to

politics.
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o Tiwari was bom at Bidyari village of Bayana subdivision in Bharatpur district in 1920.
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e He served as the Assembly Speaker from January 31, 1986, to March 11, 1990, and was
twice elected as an MLA.
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Tiwari also held the position of Deputy Speaker from March 29, 1985, to January 31, 1986.
He began his career as a lawyer, following which he entered into politics to become the
Panchayat Samiti Pradhan and the Zila Pramukh.
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The departed leader’s body was cremated at Bidyari on Friday in the presence of a battery

of political leaders, including Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma and elderly socialist leader
and former Bharatpur MP Pandit Ramkishan.
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Condolences poured in from various social and political figures, several of whom highlighted
the loss of an experienced personality. Veteran Congress leader and former Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said Tiwari, who lived a “splendid life” up to the age of 105 years, was an
example of discipline and vivacity.
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Governor’s condolences
ITUTS DI

Governor Haribhau Bagade and Assembly Speaker Vasudev Devnani also condoled
Tiwari's death. Mr. Devnani lauded the departed leader’s contribution in keeping the decorum
of the House and upholding the parliamentary conventions.
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Cough syrups not contaminated, says
Centre; T.N. test detects adulteration

Union Health Ministry says none of the cough syrup samples contained diethylene glycol or ethylene glycol that are known

to cause serious kidney injury; Tamil Nadu says tests showed Coldrif batch had diethylene glycol, orders production halt

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHIJCHENNAI

he Union Health Mi-
T nistry said on Fri-

day that tests had
confirmed that cough sy-
rups linked to the recent
deaths of children in Mad-
hya Pradesh and Rajasthan
did not contain contami-
nants causing serious kid-
ney injury .

However, the Tamil Na-
du’s Drugs Control Depart-
ment issued an immediate
stop production order to
the manufacturer of the
Coldrif brand of cough sy-
rup after an analysis by the
Government Drugs Testing
Laboratory found a batch
to be “not of standard qual-
ity” and “adulterated with
diethylene glycol”.

The nine deaths in Mad-
hya Pradesh were attribut-
ed to Coldrif, while the two
cases in Rajasthan were
linked to the consumption
of a dextromethorphan-
based formulation.

Following the deaths in
Madhya Pradesh, a joint
team of representatives
from the National Centre
for Disease Control, the Na-
tional Institute of Virology
(NIV), the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisa-
tion, and other institutes

Cough syrups

Note of caution: Children should be given cough syrup only under
prescription, says the Health Ministry in its advisory. 1sToCK

visited the State. They col-
lected samples of cough sy-
rups and blood and other
samples from patients.

“As per the test results,
none of the samples con-
tained diethylene glycol
(DEG) or ethylene glycol
(EG), contaminants that are
known to cause serious kid-
ney injury,” the Ministry
said.

One leptospirosis case

The Madhya Pradesh State
Food and Drug Administra-
tion tested three samples
and confirmed the absence
of DEG and EG. Further,
blood and cerebrospinal
fluid samples have been
tested by the NIV, Pune, for
common pathogens. One
case has been found posi-
tive for leptospirosis, said a
release from the Health Mi-

nistry. Samples of water
and respiratory specimens
were under further investi-
gation by the NEERI, NIV
Pune, and other laborato-
ries, it added.

As regards the reports
related to death of two chil-
dren in Rajasthan, the Mi-
nistry clarified that the pro-
duct in question did not
contain propylene glycol,
which can be a potential
source of DEG and EG.

“Additionally, the pro-
duct under reference is a
dextromethorphan-based
formulation, which is not
recommended for paedia-
tric use,” said the note.

The Rajasthan Medical
and Health Department
has ruled out any connec-
tion between the deaths
and the cough syrup given
under the Chief Minister’s

free medicine scheme.

“An inquiry report has
confirmed that the [two]
children were given cough
syrup at home without
medical advice,” Ravi Pra-
kash Sharma, Director (Pu-
blic Health), said in Jaipur.

Mr. Sharma said the doc-
tors at the government
health facilities in Sikar and
Bharatpur had not pre-
scribed dextromethorphan
drug in both incidents.
“This generic cough syrup
is not prescribed for chil-
dren,” he said.

However, Kayson Phar-
ma, the firm based at Sarna
Doongar village in Jaipur,
which supplies drugs for
the Chief Minister’s free
medicine scheme, has
come under the State go-
vernment’s scanner. The
Health Department has or-
dered a probe into the
quality of all medicines ma-
nufactured by the firm.

India has faced such
crises before. In 2020, 12
children died in Jammu af-
ter drinking a contaminat-
ed cough syrup. In 2022, 70
children died in the Gam-
bia, allegedly due to Indian
syrups laced with DEG.

Show-cause notice
The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has issued a show-

cause notice to the manu-
facturer.

S. Gurubharathi, Deputy
Director of Drugs Control
and Licensing Authority-
cum-Controlling Authority,
Tamil Nadu, confirmed the
finding. The Drugs Control
Department said it had ta-
ken immediate regulatory
action after receiving infor-
mation on the deaths in
Madhya Pradesh attributed
to the drug containing pa-
racetamol, phenylephrine
hydrochloride, chlorpheni-
ramine maleate syrup (Col-
drif Syrup), Batch No. SR-13
(manufacturing date of
May 2025 and expiry date
of April 2027) manufac-
tured by Sresan Pharma-
ceutical Manufacturer,
Sunguvarchathiram, Kan-
cheepuram district.

Advisory

The Union Health Ministry
has issued an advisory to
all States and Union Terri-
tories on rational use of
cough syrups in children.
Advocating for safe, limited
and only-under-prescrip-
tion use of cough syrups, it
said that cough in children
is usually a self-limiting
condition. It cautioned
against prescribing cough
syrups to children below
two years of age.

not contaminated, says Centre; T.N. test detects adulteration
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e The Union Health Ministry said on Friday that tests had confirmed that cough syrups linked to
the recent deaths of children in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan did not contain contaminants
causing serious kidney injury .
PR WA HATA A YEHAR B el o ol A I8 g Bt 8 i weg wemm iR o= &
BT 1 B ol &1 Al 9 Sfe &% RRY & 7R et afd w3 aral gues 78 ue g

o However, the Tamil Nadu’s Drugs Control Department issued an immediate stop production
order to the manufacturer of the Coldrif brand of cough syrup after an analysis by the
Government Drugs Testing Laboratory found a batch to be “not of standard quality” and
“adulterated with diethylene glycol”.
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The nine deaths in Madhya Pradesh were attributed to Coldrif, while the two cases in
Rajasthan were linked to the consumption of a dextromethorphan-based formulation.

7 WeRN 1 g3 At Hid Sifsw 3 St ff, et o= # & Ad SRSIAUTHT senfa
BHATHE & daq I IS 31

Following the deaths in Madhya Pradesh, a joint team of representatives from the National
Centre for Disease Control, the National Institute of Virology (NIV), the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation, and other institutes visited the State. They collected
samples of cough syrups and blood and other samples from patients.
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“ As per the test results, none of the samples contained diethylene glycol (DEG) or ethylene
glycol (EG), contaminants that are known to cause serious kidney injury,” the Ministry said.
S IR & SR, foreht ff T & STSUfAeH= s ®id (DEG) I1 TR s ®id (EG)
T urar T, o iR et erfa 3 fou orieR am S €, #Ered A FE

One leptospirosis case

P

T HIHT

The Madhya Pradesh State Food and Drug Administration tested three samples and
confirmed the absence of DEG and EG. Further, blood and cerebrospinal « uid samples have
been tested by the NIV, Pune, for common pathogens. One case has been found positive for
leptospirosis, said a release from the Health Ministry. Samples of water and respiratory
specimens were under further investigation by the NEERI, NIV Pune, and other laboratories,
it added.

T YR 4 QeI UE S U= = 1 T &1 S &t 3R DEG 38R EG & Srufufa
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T T R YT AL 1 S g Y, TS at qut 3R 31 TRANTRITATSit gRT &t S gl
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As regards the reports related to death of two children in Rajasthan, the Ministry claimed that
the product in question did not contain propylene glycol, which can be a potential source of
DEG and EG.

RISTRIT | & S/ 3T Hid 9 efdd Rute! & da 7, e = w0y o fos defta same #
WIUel| TaTs®id g1 YT, Sl DEG 3R EG &1 JH1fad Hid gl 9l 5|

“ Additionally, the product under reference is a dextromethorphan-based formulation,
which is not recommended for paediatric use,” said the note.

forg 3rRifra 1€t favan Sman 8,7 Ale § Fe1

The Rajasthan Medical and Health Department has ruled out any connection between the
deaths and the cough syrup given under the Chief Minister’s free medicine scheme.
TR FRIfpean SR W faumT A Oid oiR g $t f:3[ew qar 9o & dgd fau
T S R & o9 fondt of Ty @ SR fpan g

“ An inquiry report has confirmed that the [two] children were given cough syrup at home
without medical advice,” Ravi Prakash Sharma, Director (Public Health), said in Jaipur.
T oird RO A g o1 3 b [ ol ! eR R far Rifreita wrrwsf & & RRy fean man
oT,” I TpT=I R, FHeRIe (Svarea) 2 AR & el

Mr. Sharma said the doctors at the government health facilities in Sikar and Bharatpur
had not prescribed dextromethorphan drugs in both incidents. “This generic cough syrup is
not prescribed for children,” he said.
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¢ However, Kayson Pharma, the firm based at Sarna Doongar village in Jaipur, which
supplies drugs for the Chief Minister’s free medicine scheme, has come under the State
government’s scanner. The Health Department has ordered a probe into the quality of all
medicines manufactured by the firm.
gTdifeh, P BT, S AR & TR §7R TMia § fRyd 8 iR grerwEft & 4310w gar aiern
% 1T ATt S Rl &, 360 TRHR FI TR B o 7 21 T faum 3 o+ gry et
Gt earelt @t ure Bt S BT e feu B

¢ India has faced such crises before. In 2020, 12 children died in Jammu after drinking a
contaminated cough syrup. In 2022, 70 children died in the Gambia, allegedly due to Indian
syrups laced with DEG.

YR Tgd U UY Tdhel &1 T 3R g1 ¢ 1 2020 B, 90 & 12 gl & Hid Uh giud %
g 417 1 g8 ot 2022 & mifvar & 70 5= @1 Hid g3, S dR N URGE RRU T DEG
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Show-cause notice

HRUT gdT3f Afed

¢ The Tamil Nadu government has issued a show-cause notice to the manufacturer.
afrerTg TR A Auld &) te wror garsit Aifes ok i |

e S. Gurubharathi, Deputy Director of Drugs Control and Licensing Authority-cum-
Controlling Authority, Tamil Nadu, confirmed the finding.
afrerg, A 39 ey 31 gff 3t

e The Drugs Control Department said it had taken immediate regulatory action after receiving
information on the deaths in Madhya Pradesh attributed to the drug containing paracetamol,
phenylephrine hydrochloride, chlorpheniramine maleate syrup (Coldrif Syrup), Batch
No. SR-13 (manufacturing date of May 2025 and expiry date of April 2027) manufactured
by Sreesan Pharmaceutical Manufacturer, Sunguvarchathiram, Kancheepuram district.

3SR Feor faUmT 3 Fet i I Heg ueRr & Hidl &t SHeR! fAiem & a1 dobrd faras
SRATE 31| T3 39 <01 A gt o e IR, frsaufie srssisnTss,
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Wﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬂ)%ﬂ fordt T Wi A=gharRy, Yiadw, SRy forar
gRT T T

Advisory
LI

e The Union Health Ministry has issued an advisory to all States and Union Territories on
rational use of cough syrups in children.

P WA HATAY = G T 3R Fg MY U Dl s H % RRU & ahIITd SUART
R U JATE 9IR! F1 g

e Advocating for safe, limited and only-under-prescription use of cough syrups, it said that
cough in children is usually a self-limiting condition.

Ri&d, T 3R Had FTSFrRM W $% RRU & IUART &t gaTed od gu, 398 dHel T fb
It & i AR R e a-Hifda fRufa gt gl

¢ |t cautioned against prescribing cough syrups to children below two years of age.
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Mullally appointed first woman to lead the Church of England
pen ]

Agence France-Presse
LONDON

A 63-year-old former
nurse, Sarah Mullally, was
named as the first female
Archbishop of Canterbury
on Friday, pledging to im-
prove safety at the Church
of England following an
abuse scandal that ousted
her predecessor.

The former midwife be-
comes the first woman to
lead the centuries-old
mother church of the
world’s 85-million strong
Anglican community.

Her nomination by a
committee tasked with
finding a successor to Jus-
tin Welby, who stepped
down earlier this year, was
approved by King Charles
III, the UK. government
said.

Ms. Mullally acknow-
ledged the “huge responsi-
bility” of her new role and
vowed to “confront the dy-
namics of power” that had
led the church to cover up
the abuse of dozens of boys
and young men several de-
cades ago.

Tough road

She cautioned that it
would “not be easy”, due
to a “history of safeguard-
ing failures” that has “left a
legacy of deep harm and
mistrust” in the Church of
England, which can trace
its origins back to the Ro-
man Empire. “We must all
be willing to have light
shone on our actions, re-
gardless of our role in the
church,” she said during an
appearance at Canterbury
Cathedral in southeast En-

Sarah Mullally

gland  following  her
appointment.

“As Archbishop, my
commitment will be to en-
sure that we continue to lis-
ten to survivors, care for
the vulnerable, and foster
a culture of safety and well-
being for all,” Ms. Mullally
added.

The Church of England

became the country’s state
establishment church fol-
lowing King Henry VIII's
split from the Roman Cath-
olic Church in the 1530s.

The British monarch is
its supreme governor,
while the Archbishop of
Canterbury is seen as the
spiritual leader of Angli-
cans worldwide.

Ms. Mullally, who is
married with two children,
will become the 106th
Archbishop of Canterbury,
the first having been ap-
pointed in the late sixth
century, when she official-
ly takes up the role follow-
ing a ceremony due in
January.

She worked in Britain’s
state-run National Health
Service for more than
three decades, rising to be-
come its chief nursing of-

ficer for England in 1999.
Ordained a priest in
2002, she became the first
female Bishop of London
in 2018, only four years af-
ter the church began allow-
ing women bishops follow-
ing years of bitter factional

wrangling.

Assisted dying Bill

Ms. Mullally has reportedly
described herself as a femi-
nist and called the decision
to finally allow priests to
bless same-sex couples in
2023 as “a moment of
hope for the church”, alth-
ough she recognised that
differences remained.

As one of 26 archbish-
ops and bishops who sit in
parliament’s  unelected
House of Lords Upper
Chamber, Ms. Mullally has
been a vocal opponent of

Mullally appointed first woman to lead the Church of England

Herel! Y S T9 P Aqed B arelt Ugel! Afgen Fge faar man

A 63-year-old former nurse, Sarah Mullally, was named as the first female Archbishop of
Canterbury on Friday, pledging to improve safety at the Church of England following an
abuse scandal that ousted her predecessor.

63 TG Jd ¢, TRT A, I IEPAR

fooar T,

plans to legalise assisted
dying in England and
Wales.

In June she called the
Bill “unworkable and un-
safe”, adding “the poten-
tial for abuse and unin-
formed or  coerced
decisions is enormous”.

Ms. Mullally will also
have to grapple with falling
church attendance
numbers.

The Church of England
has some 20 million bap-
tised members, but the
number of regular church-
goers is estimated at just
under one million, accord-
ing to figures for 2022.

Ms. Mullally was ap-
pointed by King Charles
following a lengthy selec-
tion process under a form-
er head of the MI5 domes-
tic security service.

! Bt @I ugen Afear iRy & w9 Aifia
IR 3T Gdad! Pl S8R IR a1 GEUART Big & a1 TS Id A &
FYRA T by fera

The former midwife becomes the first woman to lead the centuries-old mother church of
the world’s 85-million strong Anglican community.

ud o5 fay &t 85 faferm=

areht ugeht afgan 7 S B

HeRI T GHer &1 9idl [ 981 99 &1 Aq@

Her nomination by a committee tasked with finding a successor to Justin Welby, who

stepped down earlier this year, was approved by King Charles lll, the U.K. government

said.

JFHT TS 39 IS gRT fovar a1 S 39 9 g ue BisA ard wifee et @

IRIBRY WioH BT HH a1, 3R 4 fobar =ret 113 TRt <, b PR A Fell

Ms. Mullally acknowledged the “huge responsibility” of her new role and vowed to “confront
the dynamics of power” that had led the church to cover up the abuse of dozens of boys
and young men several decades ago.

sftorct gerett = 30 9T UG @ “HRY oY &) WieR fowan sk wfd & wfesfear o
AT B3 BT Tdbed fora, o od &1 3% 3! Ugd B3 asd! 3R JaT T&ul &b GSuanT
DI UM & fore Ui fovan|

Tough road
HIS I

She cautioned that it would “not be easy”, due to a “history of safeguarding failures” that has
“left a legacy of deep harm and mistrust” in the Church of England, which can trace its
origins back to the Roman Empire.
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o “We must all be willing to have light shone on our actions, regardless of our role in the
church,” she said during an appearance at Canterbury Cathedral in southeast England
following her appointment.

T T BT U HRAZTT TR UHI ST & AW dIR g1 A1, 18 79 § gURT YHS 58
W 8), 3= St Fgfa & aTe aférr-gd $vets ¥ Fexadt dga | U IufRfd & R
Dol
o “As Archbishop, my commitment will be to ensure that we continue to listen to survivors,

care for the vulnerable, and foster a culture of safety and wellbeing for all,” Ms. Mullally
added.

«3rffa=Ig & &0 §, A ufddgar a8 gRyd o arft f& g0 shifaq a2 @ &t ard =,
USRI BT SEUTA BT, 3R Tt & forT JRaum 3R Hearur &) TXpia & 96141 &1 IR
M, Sl gaet A sireT|

¢ The Church of England plans to legalise assisted dying in England and Wales.
s 9 1 §7ds SR A T AgRAT It Jog B! B S B! Aol 9418 o

¢ In June she called the Bill “unworkable and unsafe” adding “the potential for abuse and
uninformed or coerced decisions is enormous”.

o 7 35 fadae &t “3mmaRg 3R sraRfara” &g, SR Siel i “GoudT SR Srgfaa ar
wTa= fapg 71 fHofay ot duras srafRe 8 17
e Ms. Mullally will also have to grapple with falllng church attendance numbers.

ol el &1 ged ¢ ad SufRAfa sfidws! I of Fuer g |

e The Church of England has some 20 million baptised members, but the number of
regular churchgoers is estimated at just under one million, according to figures for 2022.

Srats T & T 20 TR TURNHT TG Waw &, Qfeh Frafi o @ el B e
2022 & il & IUR U e J Uid 1 §1

o Ms. Mullally was appointed by King Charles following a lengthy selection process under a
former head of the MI5 domestic security service.

el Herel 1 fohT ared gRT MI5 SR GR&T |aT & Jd W & dod el 99 Ufshal & ar
g fobar |

e Ordained a priest in 2002, she became the first female Bishop of London in 2018, only
four years after the church began allowing women bishops following years of bitter
factional wrangling.

2002 T qRifgd & U ¥ 994 g1 & 91G, 98 2018 T dig I ygelt Afgar fa=mg s+, Haa
IR 1A 91 o1 99 - Afear fa=1dl &1 S S-1 IR foba, auf &1 Hedl e ST & a1G |

Assisted dying Bill
Tl Ui g fadas

e Ms. Mullally has reportedly described herself as a feminist and called the decision to finally
allow priests to bless same-sex couples in 2023 as “a moment of hope for the church”,
although she recognised that differences remained.

ot garelt 3 SR T Y e B ARG TR 3R 2023 & Rl & Guafie st o1

rhate &= Pt aﬂﬂﬁéﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ T ATRAT BT &7 BT, BIaliis I6i- I8 Hit
o % SR areft oft Hieig €1

e As one of 26 archbishops and bishops who sit in parliament’s unelected House of Lords
Upper Chamber, Ms. Mullally has been a vocal opponent of becoming the country’s state
establishment church following King Henry VIII’s split from the Roman Catholic Church
in the 1530s.

26 JTIFI=IT 3R fa=mdl & 9 Ue & =0 § o 94g & S gy TP dred 3R dav o
o3 2, v gereht 2 1530 F a2 F 1 379 vin ¥ A5 Fiifie o | R F a1
SR 1 ST RITUE T 594 &1 JeR fR1Y fHan g

e The British monarch is its supreme governor, while the Archbishop of Canterbury is
seen as the spiritual leader of Anglicans worldwide.

fafewr 9ue 91 9at= ek 8, Tafd Hevas] & ey o fAyHR & ufieaal &1
STeATf® 4T JHFT ST & |
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Ms. Mullally, who is married with two children, will become the 106th Archbishop of
Canterbury, the first having been appointed in the late sixth century, when she officially
takes up the role following a ceremony due in January.

St gereh, st faanfed o &Y a=al 3t 7i €, 1064} Fexat srdfa=y s+, ugar Fged
TS |t & 3id | a1 71 U1, S99 WIast § g dld YHRIE & 98 USRS FU 8 ug
TGl B |
She worked in Britain’s state-run National Health Service for more than three decades,
rising to become its chief nursing officer.

35 foe ot Wer Ity wrea Aar 7 i a¥e 9§ e FH de B foar, ik ger
ARfT St & |

Plans to legali se assisted dying in England and Wales

H eT® Jo Bl Y §911 D1 IS

In June she called the Bill “unworkable and unsafe”, adding “the potential for abuse and
uninformed or coerced decisions is enormous”.

S B 36 39 f9d &I “SIeaRT 3R SRR FgT, 3R SiieT fs “gouanT 3R S e a1 a1l
fyofal &t ST sgd oifdes B 17

Ms. Mullally will also have to grapple with falling church attendance numbers.

I el ot R =< SufRufa &1 e @ off fue g

The Church of England has some 20 million baptised members, but the number of regular
church goers is estimated at just under one million, according to figures for 2022.

$ots & o & AT 20 Taifere Sufore U e 7, dfe Fafia o< o arelt @t s
2022 & 33 & IR AT TS AR R

Ms. Mullally was appointed by King Charles following a lengthy selection process under a
former head of the MI5 domestic security service.

e Herefl &1 o aredd gRT MI5 SRS HR&T AT & Jd U & ded osil 9a Ufshdl & §1g
g fovam T |

Ordained a priest in 2002, she became the first female Bishop of London in 2018, only four
years after the church began allowing women bishops following years of bitter factional
wrangling.

2002 ¥ UTeRl & ¥4 8 Fgad g & d1g, 98 2018 T de- @i Ugd! Afgar faxrg s+, dad IR
I a1 S 79 = I8 B} peR [T ST & o1 Aferait bl iy s Y SrAfy <

Assisted dying Bill
s g faa

Ms. Mullally has reportedly described herself as a feminist and called the decision to finally
allow priests to bless same-sex couples in 2023 as “a moment of hope for the church”,
although she recognised that differences remained.

HET S & b PO garet A e Y AT §arn 3iR 2023 B ured! & Iuafie Siel &
mﬁﬁm ?%Wﬁﬁ%ﬁwmwwmﬁ?wﬁ@wm
UG |

As one of 26 archbishops and bishops who sit in parliament’s unelected House of Lords
Upper Chamber, Ms. Mullally has been a vocal opponent of

TC ST §ISH ST A ¥ S8 be 1 363 a1 26 ARET ok Rz # 3 1
& w0 8, i goe A 59 foRly ¥ IBR 311aTel 3878 §
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GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography
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1. Mamata accuses Centre-run DVC of releasing dam water amid high rain
alert in Bengal

HHAT A g Gaiferd SN TR e # Y SR 3rerd & g 9ie &1 uT=it
BISA BT ARIT T

Mamata accuses Centre-run
DVC of releasing dam water
amid high rain alert in Bengal

Moyurie Som
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday
accused the Damodar Val-
ley Corporation (DVC) of
putting the State ‘in imme-
diate peril’ by discharging
65,000 cusecs of water
from its dams and increas-
ing the possibility of flood-
ing downstream in West
Bengal, amid forecasts of
heavy rain and thunder-
storms in the State.

“Bijoya Dashami marks

The impending natural calamity would be a disaster manufactured
by the DVC, said Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. FILE PHOTO

a social media post on Fri-
day, a day after Durga Puja

of Bengal. Every conspiracy
against our people will be

the close of Durga Puja —a  festivities came to an end. resisted with full force.
time for joy, cheer and re- Truth will prevail over de-
newed hope. Yet instead of  ‘Shameful action’ ceit and good will triumph

allowing the people of West
Bengal to conclude the fes-
tival in peace, the DVC re-
leased 65,000 cusecs of wa-
ter without any prior notice
to the State. This reckless
act is nothing short of an at-
tempt to inflict misery dur-
ing our sacred festivities,”
the Chief Minister wrote in

In her post, she termed
DVC’s actions as “shameful
and unacceptable” and al-
leged that the impending
natural calamity would be a
disaster manufactured by
the DVC.

“Let me be clear: I will
not allow anyone to carry
out a Bisarjan (immersion)

over evil,” Ms. Banerjee
said.

The DVC is a multipur-
pose river valley project un-
der the Union Ministry of
Power that manages a net-
work of dams in the Damo-
dar river valley area spread
across Jharkhand and West
Bengal.
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Mamata accuses Centre-run DVC of releasing dam water amid high rain alert in
Bengal

HHAT A g Garferd SN W e & 4 a1 ererd & " 91y &1 Tl S
BT ARIY T

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Friday accused the Damodar Valley
Corporation (DVC) of putting the State ‘in immediate peril’ by discharging 65,000 cusecs of
water from its dams and increasing the possibility of flooding downstream in West Bengal,
amid forecasts of heavy rain and thunderstorms in the State.

T3 ST o1 Al T STsit | AR b FHIGR delt HIRUR (St W 3Ry
TN 6 I T B! dbTd Yobe' § S1d foar § Fifd 39 3o aielf F 65,000 FAS U=
BIST 3R I H YR TR 3R 3ieht-quer Bt fSETh % Sk aTE BT WTaT SeT &)

“Bijoya Dashami marks the close of Durga Puja — a time for joy, cheer and renewed hope.
Yet instead of allowing the people of West Bengal to conclude the festival in peace, the DVC
released 65,000 cusecs of water without any prior notice to the State. This reckless act is
nothing short of an attempt to inflict misery during our sacred festivities,” the Chief Minister
wrote in a social media post on Friday, a day after Durga Puja festivities came to an end.

“faorar gzt gt gen o1 g ffed aRdl @ — T WRi, I IR TdlHigd SR &1 9Hg
g | iR o uf3m s & Tl o1 Wi © IER THTW B3 o & Soid, ST A 359 B foT
foet qd Ya1 & 65,000 R[S UT SIS 1| T8 ARG $d gUR UG Id! & SR g&
g9 & TN @ &Y 781 §,” T 7 WhaR &! U Qa Hifsar uike | forar, te feq &g

STd g USIT Sod AT g |

‘Shameful action’

QTS BT

In her post, she termed DVC'’s actions as “shameful and unacceptable” and alleged that the
impending natural calamity would be a disaster manufactured by the DVC.

3T URe B, 35 SR 9 priarst & -1 iR sl Sam 3R SR T fas
3T T STUGT SR §RT &8 15 Udh {TaeT gHit|

“Let me be clear: | will not allow anyone to carry out a Bisarjan (immersion) of Bengal. Every
conspiracy against our people will be resisted with full force. Truth will prevail over deceit and
good will triumph over evil,” Ms. Banerjee said.

T WY R A <ifong: F ol o off s b1 sl (geeh) v Y srgafa et ot sER
AT o Ry &% wnforr o1 gt drehd & wfoRiy faran SITeem | 9 o OR gTd 8N 3R 3118
RIS R oo gt it seit = g1l

The DVC is a multipurpose river valley project under the Union Ministry of Power that
manages a network of dams in the Damodar river valley area spread across Jharkhand and
West Bengal.

S g fagga wamerd & siarfd e sgsexdl A urdt uRae 8 of SIRES 3R
uf3m sme § Tl gHieR Tt Ut & | it & Aead BT U Fdl 5

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 04 October 2025

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 1 1


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

O]

atrioftic

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

TURT &1 TTeIT Tifd TS THR HA & e T 3 Ifaar e« at
JUIHT a9 Bt

Legality alone does not make a law just, says CJI

Fad duar gt forsft FrA @ =gt 7 gArdt, Wistens A wen

Peace mirage

TTifer BT JErqeon

g & a1 & S Uids ATel & 349 Aedd A JSI

Poland to join NATO’s fuel network amid Russia tension

As aid dwindles, WFP warns of ‘catastrophic conditions’ in Somalia

Trump sets Sunday night deadline for Hamas to accept Gaza peace plan

S-S0 YETadT Ul 8, WFP SHITerar § "SmaTde el aifRufaal &1
Jarai AT

Trump sets Sunday night deadline for Hamas to accept Gaza peace plan

ence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump has given Hamas
until 2200 GMT (3:30 a.m.
IST) on Sunday to accept
his 20-point plan for peace
in Gaza, warning the Pales-
tinian militant group faced
“all hell” if it did not agree
to the terms.

The U.S. leader set the
deadline — which would
fall at 1:00 a.m. Monday in
Gaza — after an official for
the Islamist movement
said earlier on Friday that
the group still needed time
to study the proposal to
end nearly two years of de-
vastating war in the Palesti-
nian territory.

“If this LAST CHANCE
agreement is not reached,
all HELL, like no one has
ever seen before, will
break out against Hamas,”
Mr. Trump posted on his

Truth Social platform.

The proposal, backed
by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, calls
for a ceasefire, the release
of hostages within 72
hours, Hamas’s disarma-
ment and a gradual Israeli
withdrawal from Gaza.

That would be followed
by a post-war transitional
authority headed by Mr.
Trump himself.

“Hamas is still continu-
ing consultations regarding
Trump’s plan... and has in-
formed mediators that the
consultations are ongoing
and need some time,” the
official said.

Mohammad Nazzal, a
member of Hamas’s politi-
cal bureau, said in a state-
ment on Friday that the
“plan has points of con-
cern, and we will an-
nounce our position on it
soon”.

On the ground on Fri-

day, Gaza’s civil defence
agency — a rescue force op-
erating under Hamas auth-
ority — reported heavy air
bombardment and artil-
lery shelling on Gaza City.

It said Israeli strikes
killed at least 11 people
across the territory, includ-
ing eight in Gaza City.

The Israeli military is
waging an air and ground
offensive on the territory’s
largest urban centre, from
which hundreds of thou-
sands have been forced to
flee.

‘No safe place in Gaza’
The UN on Friday reiterat-
ed there was no safe place
in Gaza and that Israel-de-
signated zones in the south
were “places of death”.
“The notion of a safe zone
in the south is farcical,”
UNICEF spokesman James
Elder said from the Gaza
Strip.

Long walk: A camp for displaced Palestinians in Khan Younis in the

southern Gaza Strip on Thursday. AFP

Amnesty International
condemned a “catastroph-
ic wave of mass displace-
ment” as Israel intensified
its Gaza City offensive.

The rights group said
hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians, many of
whom had already been
displaced multiple times,
were being forced into
“overcrowded enclaves in

the south... that lack access
to clean water, food, medi-
cal care, shelter and life-
sustaining infrastructure”.
As the war nears the
two-year mark and the
death toll continues torise,
protesters around the
world have railed at Israel’s
interception of a flotilla
carrying  pro-Palestinian
activists and aid for Gaza.

On Friday, the organis-
ers of the Global Sumud
Flotilla said its last remain-
ing boat had been inter-
cepted and Israel’s Foreign
Ministry said it had deport-
ed four Italian
participants.

As Hamas mulled Mr.
Trump’s peace plan this
week, a Palestinian source
close to the group’s leader-
ship told AFP on Wednes-
day that the Islamist move-
ment wanted to amend
some clauses, including
the one on disarmament.

Hamas leaders also
want “international gua-
rantees” for a full Israeli
withdrawal and that no as-
sassination attempts would
be made inside or outside
Gaza, the source added.

Another source said that
the group was split over
Mr. Trump’s plan.

Structurally, the group’s
leadership is divided bet-

ween officials based in the
Gaza Strip and those
abroad, particularly in
Qatar.

Much of Hamas’s leader-
ship has also been wiped
out in Israeli attacks
throughout the war.

The source said that
“the first [opinion] sup-
ports unconditional appro-
val, as the priority is a cea-
sefire  under Trump’s
guarantees, with media-
tors ensuring Israel imple-
ments the plan”.

“The second has serious
reservations regarding key
clauses... They favour con-
ditional approval with clar-
ifications reflecting Ha-
mas’s and the resistance
factions’ demands,” the
source added.

Hugh Lovatt, a senior
policy fellow at the Euro-
pean Council on Foreign
Relations, said “ultimately
it’s not just about convinc-

Trump sets Sunday night deadline for Hamas to accept Gaza peace plan

TURT &1 TTeTT ifd T WPR H1 & e e 7 Ifqar v & guasdar g

Cal

ing Hamas leadership in
Doha, but also the leader-
ship in Gaza, as well as Ha-
mas members and fighters
in Gaza”.

“Additionally, ~Hamas
must then be able to con-
vince other factions in Ga-
za,” he added.

The war was triggered
by Hamas’s October 7,
2023 attack on Israel,
which resulted in the
deaths of 1,219 people,
mostly civilians, according
to an AFP tally of Israeli of-
ficial figures. Israel’s reta-
liatory offensive has killed
at least 66,288 Palesti-
nians, according to health
ministry figures in the Ha-
mas-run territory that the
United Nations considers
reliable. Their data does
not distinguish between ci-
vilians and combatants,
but indicates that more
than half of the dead are
women and children.

o U.S. President Donald Trump has given Hamas until 2200 GMT (3:30 a.m. IST) on Sunday
to accept his 20-point plan for peace in Gaza, warning the Palestinian militant group faced
“all hell” if it did not agree to the terms.

3R IIFUfd SHATeS THI A §H 1 ATAR T 2200 GMT (3:30 a.m. IST) 1 THY el §
ST H M & fOIE 37! 20 DT WHR B & oY, Adrat & i 3R e 0d -1g1
ot a1 fsferedi= IUaTd I & “UAHR Rp” BT 1 HRA1 US|

e The U.S. leader set the deadline — which would fall at 1:00 a.m. Monday in Gaza — after an
official for the Islamist movement said earlier on Friday that the group still needed time to
study the proposal to end nearly two years of devastating war in the Palestinian territory.

= gg gt

T B

— Sl ST © AR 1:00 a.m. TR TS

— g

TG & Th ABRY A YEHaAR B Ugd Pel U1 o5 THg HI ot & & ey & a1 &
fTTRIPRY g D! TATK B & TRATd DT LI HRA o forg 3t off T =nfgul

o “|f this LAST CHANCE agreement is not reached, all HELL, like no one has ever seen
before, will break out against Hamas,” Mr. Trump posted on his Truth Social platform.
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“3R Ig Siferd TrepT THiar 71 gofT, O THT YT RSP ¢ TS ol Ugal faddt = =78 <,
3R 98 gUTH & faa® ghm,” ot gy 3 31U T WA WewH IR URe fa|
The proposal, backed by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, calls for a ceasefire,
the release of hostages within 72 hours, Hamas’s disarmament and a gradual Israeli
withdrawal from Gaza.

T SN Aa=arg gR1 9aRid 39 TRaa § gafav™, 72 U & HidR dee! o
BT, TR BT FFRIATHROT IR 7T & SORTA $1 Bt Aot &1 AR S TS ¢
That would be followed by a post-war transitional authority headed by Mr. Trump himself.
D 91 I & 916G D] T AR UfAHRor S forgen! sreqeran wad ot gvg el
“Hamas is still continuing consultations regarding Trump’s plan... and has informed
mediators that the consultations are ongoing and need some time,” the official said.

gaT 3ft off ory Ft AT F IR F R IRY T gU ... 3R I AT B gfad g
o TRTRI SIRY & SR 39 fo 99 91igy,” SifYHRY = FeTl

Mohammad Nazzal, a member of Hamas’s political bureau, said in a statement on Friday
that the “plan has points of concern, and we will announce our position on it soon”.

HIgHIG TTd, THI & IST-Tad SRI & Fa A YhaAR DI Th 5919 § gl o o1 o
fefdrores foig &, 3R &1 Sfea 81 39 WR 301 39 Hiftid B

On the ground on Friday, Gaza’s civil defence agency — a rescue force operating under
Hamas authority — reported heavy air bombardment and artillery shelling on Gaza City.

IHAR DI TH TR WX, LT DI ANTRSD T&T THG — Sl 0N & DR & dgd P 9a1d

I 8§ — 7 T R R YR gars SHERY 3R AU &1 MAeR! & gE <l

It said Israeli strikes killed at least 11 people across the territory, including eight in Gaza

City.

?ﬁwﬁ?mﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁqj{ & H HH A HH 11 ART AR T, 579 T 3ma rer Rdt A
I

The Israeli military is waging an air and ground offensive on the territory’s largest urban
centre, from which hundreds of thousands have been forced to flee.

TR AT &7 P T IS B! g W gals 3R THIHT gHA R 8! &, Forad arat il &
HIA TR TR 841 UST 8|

‘No safe place in Gaza’

H DI RI& I -5

The UN on Friday reiterated there was no safe place in Gaza and that Israel-designated
zones in the south were “places of death”.

?% AR I ARl 3 el # i Y& ®IM 51 & IR Sfemn H gormaa-fufid
&= “Hid 3 TR” B

“The notion of a safe zone in the south is farcical,” UNICEF spokesman James Elder said
from the Gaza Strip.

SR B JRIE &5 S YR SRURYE §,” g% & Taadl oIt Tes - TSl USt ¥ Fgll
Amnesty International condemned a “catastrophic wave of mass displacement” as Israel
intensified its Gaza City offensive.

THAR] §E3ARH 7 o faRITA & fRieR) de & fHal &t wifes goRmad = 3a= e
Rt ga 1 o R fean)

The rights group said hundreds of thousands of Palestinians, many of whom had already
been displaced multiple times, were being forced into “overcrowded enclaves in the south...
that lack access to clean water, food, medical care, shelter and life-sustaining mfrastructure
SHTIPR TE 3 el [ el R, R & % Ugal 1 33 IR R 81 9 2, 32
SR § igUTe aTet SATe! | ASTeR fsdm S R8T ... STgT A1 ait, Hior, RifteT S@HIe,
313 AR G P ST G a1l AT e Suds T 8 17

The war was triggered by Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on Israel, which resulted in the
deaths of 1,219 people, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally of Israeli official figures.
TG B Y[ETd THNT & 7 SFEaR, 2023 P FoRTTd W gHA I §5, o4 1,219 ART AR 7T,
o STeraR ARG o, AFP RT SoRTAE SMRIBING MiHS| & AR |
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o Israel’s retaliatory offensive has killed at least 66,288 Palestinians, according to health
ministry figures in the Hamas-run territory that the United Nations considers reliable. Their
data does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but indicates that more than half
of the dead are women and children.

SORTAT & SaTe gl 3 B I HH 66,288 Teii-ral o1 AR STe7 ¢, THI-URARd & &
WY AT & 3Mis! & STER, i Hgad Y e A1 ¢ | 37 3iidhg AN SR
STt § Ue 8] X, A1 T8 Tobd ﬁﬁqaﬁﬁ 39 e ARy 3R 7= B

e Much of Hamas’s leadership has also been wiped out in Israeli attacks throughout the war.
TG & TR U & Aqed BT BT B gorTaelt guel & ff IaTe o= 3 mr g

e The source said that “the first [opinion] supports unconditional approval, as the priority is a
ceasefire under Trump’s guarantees, with mediators ensuring Israel implements the plan”.

I 3 Fel fs “ugan [ o 2t Widfa &1 quf| a1 €, aaife mfiiesdl or 3t TR &
Ted gfR™ 8, oo neney gfRfdd w1 & soRmd a1 & arpsR 1

e “The second has serious reservations regarding key clauses... They favour conditional
approval with clarifications reflecting Hamas’s and the resistance factions’ demands,” the
source added.

G T B WU Pl A’ THR sraferai 8. d g9 IR UfoRlY T[St &1 6l &1 axfA aret
m@wﬁ%wmm?ﬂwﬁqm% Hid A STl

¢ Hugh Lovatt, a senior policy fellow at the European Council on Foreign Relations, said
“ultimately it's not just about convincing Hamas leadership in Doha, but also the leadership in
Gaza, as well as Hamas members and fighters in Gaza”.

T diare q:ﬁtﬂuvﬁwzﬁ%ﬂwehﬁaﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁm SRIRPR Tg Rieh <1
g Add P TR & SR 8 8 2, Sfep T A A b TY-TY T | GHN & T 3R
agHl Bl W T F IR A"

e As Hamas mulled Mr. Trump’s peace plan this week, a Palestinian source close to the
group’s leadership told AFP on Wednesday that the Islamist movement wanted to amend
some clauses, including the one on disarmament.

S S I8 §HT A ot gr Pt il Tier1 IR [GaR fosa, O g & Add & el U
fofereli=t Td A GeaR BT AFP ﬁm%mﬁﬁmwmﬁﬁwﬁwmm
g, fore fR=eiteRon aren yraum +ft wnfia 8|

o Hamas leaders also want “international guarantees” for a full Israeli withdrawal and that no
assassination attempts would be made inside or outside Gaza, the source added.
AT a1 78 i 7184 € & 0t Re & gorRmae arRit & fog - &mﬁgﬁumﬁ Bl 3R Tg it
AT 81 b T & 3ieR a1 STeR DI 8T T YA A bl |, Hid A SISl

e Another source said that the group was split over Mr. Trump’s plan. Structurally, the group’s
leadership is divided between officials based in the Gaza Strip and those abroad, particularly
in Qatar.

TH 3 T A Fel for g o ery &t Giorer W sel g3 8 | WS T 9, THg &1 Add
e Ut § Ry sifdeiiat oiR fae= &, v sav # fya siftreial & s faurfora g1

e On Friday, the organisers of the Global Sumud Flotilla said its last remaining boat had been

intercepted and Israel s Foreign Ministry said it had deported four Italian participants.

J[HAR B TSIh! A gl [ I Sifay =it g5 19 &I e feran T
%ﬁim%ﬁ%mmﬁw%wﬁwmuﬁmﬁﬁaﬁawﬁm%l

Hamas leadership and Trump’s Gaza plan

U Aqed 3R T &Y AT AT

¢ ing Hamas leadership in Doha, but also the leadership in Gaza, as well as Hamas
members and fighters in Gaza”.
38T N §HINT Aqad, Afs T1 € TImelt & A, 3R e & g & ey 3R asTeh i1

¢ “Additionally, Hamas must then be able to convince other factions in Gaza,” he added.
“ZHD AT, mﬁﬁﬂwﬁmﬂﬁﬁmﬁﬁwﬂmw,"ﬁ@m

e The war was triggered by Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack on Israel, which resulted in the
deaths of 1,219 people, mostly civilians, according to an AFP tally of Israeli official figures.
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& D Y[ GHNT & 7 AFEaR, 2023 P SRIA W §HA 3 gs, 19T 1,219 AT AR 7T,
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Israel’s retaliatory offensive has killed at least 66,288 Palestinians, according to health
ministry figures in the Hamas-run territory that the United Nations considers reliable. Their
data does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but indicates that more than half
of the dead are women and children.

ORI & Wardl gHe - $H I $H 66,288 fpferiifal & AR R 3, svr-Fafa e &
R HATe & 3Miehs] & STER, o Hgad WY [ 71 ¢ | I 3fichs AFRDI 3R
ASTH! § We a1 i, A1 T8 Tobd o © b Hdd! A 39 ¥ 31 Afigemy 3R 5= &

were officials based in the Gaza Strip and those abroad, particularly in Qatar.

T Tt Ry TR iR e A, iRy U @ R 7 Ry sifieRat H d

Much of Hamas’s leadership has also been wiped out in Israeli attacks throughout the war.
& & SR U & Aqed &1 g7 fgwn 1l soRmre g9el & 99T o foar T g |

The source said that “the first [opinion] supports unconditional approval, as the priority is a
ceasefire under Trump’s guarantees, with mediators ensuring Israel implements the plan”.
Id A g1 % “ugan [{a) fom ord Wiepfa &1 99T wvar 8, i Ui o &t mRE &
agd ggfav™ 7, o gere YAfd o1 [ soRmaa dier1 & an o |”

“The second has serious reservations regarding key clauses... They favour conditional
approval with clarifications reflecting Hamas’s and the resistance factions’ demands,” the
source added.

G DI T UG oI AR THR Ui §... 3 AT IR UTeRiY T[et &1 37T &I g+ aret
WHERON & AR IR Wipfa o1 Trdf Ha €, 9 A SeTl

Hugh Lovatt, a senior policy fellow at the European Council on Foreign Relations, said
“ultimately it's not just about convincing. On Friday, the organisers of the Global Sumud
Flotilla said its last remaining boat had been intercepted and Israel’s Foreign Ministry said
it had deported four Italian participants.
CUURSIC I mmmmﬁmmﬁwaw SRR g Ryth 7 BT
Irmw:re?f% WAfed & ST A gl b 3! Sifcd aet g3 19 &l
%m% % %m%w%wﬁwmmﬁﬁaﬁa
PR I”

As Hamas mulled Mr. Trump’s peace plan this week, a Palestinian source close to the
group’s leadership told AFP on Wednesday that the Islamist movement wanted to amend
some clauses, including the one on disarmament.

Od 39 UIE gAY A 4 er &t 2Mifa I | fogR fosa, 9 998 & Aqd & dRie) Uh
fOhfercii-l T A GUAR I AFP & S fob STt Hicia e Uray™i § Y HR-1 gl
g, o fAR=iie~or aran uray™ +ft =nfia g

Hamas leaders also want “international guarantees” for a full Israeli withdrawal and that no
assassination attempts would be made inside or outside Gaza, the source added.

I <1 7% 1 9164 & 5 T R § oI araw 3 R “SiRigi e @) 9 7g o
AT B o e & SfeR A1 J16R BIs 5T BT TN A fbdl ST, Hid = ST

Another source said that the group was split over Mr. Trump’s plan.

T m@aﬁaﬁr%w ot er P AT W ST g B

Structurally, the group ’s leadership is divided bet
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Legality alone
does not
make a law
just, says CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Drawing parallels between
sedition laws in Indepen-
dent India, slavery in the
U.S., and the Criminal
Tribes Act in colonial In-
dia, Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai on Saturday said
that “legality alone does
not confer fairness or jus-
tice” on a law.

“It is important to re-
member that just because
something is legalised, it
does not mean it is just.
History offers numerous
examples of this painful
truth. Slavery was once le-
gal in many parts of the
world, including the U.S. In
India, colonial legislation
such as the Criminal Tribes
Act of 1871 branded entire
communities criminals by
birth. Laws of sedition
were often used to sup-
press resistance against
oppressive legal systems,”
Chief Justice Gavai ob-
served in his inaugural Sir
Maurice Rault Memorial
Lecture 2025.

He said that the Indian
Constitution distinguished
between what was legal
and what was fair or just.
Constitutional provisions
on the judiciary were
framed with a sense of
“idealism”, ensuring that
courts would act as a check
against the undue exercise
of power by the Executive.
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Legality alone does not make a law just, says CJI

Fad dydr § ol S ®) <Ayt T a9, Wtens 3 wer

e Drawing parallels between sedition laws in Independent India, slavery in
the U.S., and the Criminal Tribes Act in colonial India, Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai on Saturday said that “legality alone does not confer fairness or
justice” on a law.

TWad HRd | Ietsts SrAL, smReT O andt, ok siufafkre yra o
fopfia <5y Tae & o9 GOl aITd §U, WRA & 4eT <arardisr &t 3. Tag
3 WAR &I el & “Haa dudr &t feft w1 o =< a1 e 78t St 1”

e “ltis important to remember that just because something is legalised, it does
not mean it is just. History or numerous examples of this painful truth. Slavery
was once legal in many parts of the world, including the U.S. In India, colonial
legislation such as the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871 branded entire communities
criminals by birth. Laws of sedition were often used to suppress resistance
against oppressive legal systems,” Chief Justice Gavai observed in his inaugural
Sir Maurice Rault Memorial Lecture 2025.

“%ww@%%mwﬁu%@%w%mw% zqa! 3f T8
Te! § o a5 <arqul 5 | 3R 39 G610 9 & P IaTexUl Igd Hdl ¢ | Tardt
Ft g & Fs el |, o smifvee off nfire 8, oy ot yRa |, 1871 BT
fopfirTa Trgey Tae SRft Siufafie S = Tquf Sqart & o 4 &1 SfoRTeht
A F T | IOTHIE B BT HRR GHAGRI B RIS & AT ufeRly
1 GO & foT ST foa ST o1, e arnefiey Tas = 30 Igure IR AN
Riee RS ARSI 2025 H D3|

¢ He said that the Indian Constitution distinguished between what was legal
and what was fair or just.

3511 BT b WRHI \iAUT 2 39 91d & o9 ofR o i o1 au § SR &
TG T g

e Constitutional provisions on the judiciary were framed with a sense of
“idealism”, ensuring that courts would act as a check against the undue exercise
of power by the Executive.

TR YUY UG “3MGR(dIE” BT HIg-T ¥ §18 77T 3, o a8
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The Trump plan serves Israeli goals
and does little for Palestinians

resident Donald Trump’s 20-point
P “peace plan” for Gaza has won rare ap-

proval from Israel and key Arab coun-
tries. While Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu says it aligns with Israel’s war objectives,
Arab and Muslim leaders have welcomed the in-
itiative as a step towards peace. But one truly im-
portant voice is missing — that of any representa-
tive of the Palestinian people. When the latest
phase of the Gaza war began, following Hamas’s
October 7, 2023 attack, Israel vowed to “destroy”
the Islamist militant group. Two years on, Israel
has turned Gaza into dust and displaced the en-
tire population. Yet, Hamas has not been totally
defeated. Any lasting peace hinges on an agree-
ment between Israel and true representatives of
Palestinians, even if Hamas is to be kept out. Mr.
Trump and Mr. Netanyahu have issued an ultima-
tum to Hamas: accept the plan or face continued
Israeli attacks. The Trump plan promises an im-
mediate ceasefire in return for the release of all
hostages. It further states that Palestinians will
not be forced to leave. For a population living in
makeshift shelters, a ceasefire and the permis-
sion to stay on will be a relief. But beyond this ve-
neer of concession, the rest of the plan is struc-
tured almost entirely to serve Israeli interests.

It proposes to place Gaza under an interna-
tional governance body overseen by a ‘Board of
Peace’, chaired by Mr. Trump. The plan further
calls for the deployment of an International Sta-
bilisation Force (ISF) in Gaza, while allowing the
Israeli troops to retain “a security perimeter”.
Hamas will have to demobilise itself. In essence,
Gaza would be placed under a new colonial-type
administration and a foreign military force, while
Israel would continue to occupy parts of the en-
clave. Palestinians will be excluded from the top
decision making bodies until “reforms of the Pal-
estinian Authority are complete”. This is a plan
written in sand. Even if Hamas were to accept the
proposal and disband itself, or if Palestinians
were to reject Hamas completely, there is no as-
surance that the Palestinian resistance will with-
er away. Without a credible pathway to Palesti-
nian statehood, violence will continue in one
form or another — the message of October 7. The
plan offers no timeline for its lofty goals; it does
not specify which countries would contribute
troops to the ISF; nor does it clarify who would
oversee the implementation process or the “re-
forms” within the Palestinian Authority. Rather
than forcing his ally to end its daily attacks on Pal-
estinians and withdraw through a ceasefire for
hostages agreement, Mr. Trump is making an al-
ready intractable conflict more complicated. This
proposal will not win him peace. Rather, it will
drag him deeper into the quicksand of West Asia.

g @t 3FAfd T ed entt|

Peace mirage

TTifd ST gerqeon

* The Trump plan serves Israeli goals and does little for
P_alestinians ] ]

<0 TS SORTE @8al &1 IR HRl § 3R e~ & forw
Igd HH BT §

Trump’s 20-Point Peace Plan for Gaza

e & fore <u &t 203 wifa @eEn

. President Donald Trump’s 20-point “peace plan” for Gaza
has won rare approval from Israel and key Arab countries.

el & foTT Agufd SiHTes ¢U @ 20-GA1 "=rifd are=m !
SORTSA 3R T 3RE o=1 I gy Wigpid et g

o While Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says it
aligns with Israel’'s war objectives, Arab and Muslim leaders have
welcomed the initiative as a step towards peace.

ET SORIRA & YYTH ST AG=ITg H8d & 19 T8 SuRISd &
g A0} & EU 7, Tel 3R 3R YR Adreft 3 39 ugd &1
WrTa whifa it ez & seu & T A fBar g

. But one truly important voice is missing — that of any
representative of the Palestinian people.

Afeh T TaYU! HTaT TS & — fpferedii= i & faseft
PIGEIREIL

. When the latest phase of the Gaza war began, following
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack, Israel vowed to “destroy” the
Islamist militant group.

9 §HI & 7 JGEEN 2023 & §HA & S1G AT & BT Ay
RN R g3, ol SORTSS A U ST IUAIS] g D! “AIF” I Pt
HIH TS |

° Two years on, Israel has turned Gaza into dust and
displaced the entire population. Yet, Hamas has not been totally
defeated.

3 T §TE, FoRTSd 3 el @) god # 9ed faam ol It et &t
fawfua o fean fier oft, g9 gt are uRifoid =18l ol

. Any lasting peace hinges on an agreement between Israel
and true representatives of Palestinians, even if Hamas is to be
kept out.

Tt off wirht wrifa @7 3R eRTSH SR fpferedifal & arafaw
yfaffiat & g Iushdr 8, Ha 8 S Bl Ja1eR 37T 91|

. Mr. Trump and Mr. Netanyahu have issued an ultimatum to
Hamas: accept the plan or face continued Israeli attacks.

o 27 3R 4t AdaTg A TN & e e 3T §: Qo1 WHR A
I TR FORTSE gHell BT YA B |

. The Trump plan promises an immediate ceasefire in retum

for the release of all hostages.

?u’ramaﬁa‘um‘faﬂﬁeﬁ%aaﬁ@wmmwwaﬂ?ﬁ
I

. It further states that Palestinians will not be forced to leave.

For a population living in makeshift shelters, a ceasefire and the

permission to stay on will be a relief.

wﬁaﬁww%%ﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁuﬁ\g{ﬁ%m
SITQT | ST 3t & e areft 3aret & forg g iR 3R ag!
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But beyond this veneer of concession, the rest of the plan is structured almost entirely to
serve Israeli interests.

AT 39 T WR RAad I W, TS ST a1t 81 @ G ke SoRTSd & fedl &I Ia
FA & fou Wid g1

It proposes to place Gaza under an international governance body overseen by a ‘Board
of Peace’, chaired by Mr. Trump.

U5 GG <1 3 S AT 3 U& SfeRisHa Awata frema & siefiF v 9, fowe! cuve a8
ATE TRT BT 3R ST g of U |

The plan further calls for the deployment of an International Stabilisation Force (ISF) in
Gaza, while allowing the Israeli troops to retain “a security perimeter”.

IS H T H U Sfavigia RS 9a (ISF) 1 a1l &1 91d g 715 5, STaid goRTget
AT 1 JRe aRfY ST WA o Safa <t ST

Hamas will have to demobilise itself. In essence, Gaza would be placed under a new
colonial-type administration and a foreign military force, while Israel would continue to
occupy parts of the enclave.

THTH $I W94 B WIT AT RN | Gl U F, 77 &I U -4 SNufalRe-yar & u=ma R
T fae=lt A= 9@ & S a1 S, Jafts FeRISd Uadd & $6 38| IR deell 1T I/
Palestinians will be excluded from the top decision-making bodies until “reforms of the
Palestinian Authority are complete”.

Fpfereii=t wiftreRor & GuR R 8 do feferaif=ml &1 <ief fofg a7 arch Tl § e
X[ S|

This is a plan written in sand. Even if Hamas were to accept the proposal and disband itself,
or if Palestinians were to reject Hamas completely, there is no assurance that the Palestinian
resistance will wither away.

g TP Ao ¢ o ¥d W ot 1€ 81 1 & gAY TRaTd Pl WBR B WY Dl HT R ¢, Tl
fpfereti Ot e 5T P SRAIPR &R <, Pls ST Ta1 & 1ob [T+ UfeRIY FHIG B
SITET |

Without a credible pathway to Palestinian statehood, violence will continue in one form or
another — the message of October 7.

fipToreii=it s &1 3R Ua Ayt At & fomn, R foreit 7 et &0 7 o) vt — gl 7
TR BT I B

The plan offers no timeline for its lofty goals; it does not specify which countries would
contribute troops to the ISF; nor does it clarify who would oversee the implementation process
or the “reforms” within the Palestinian Authority.

IS S0 S A&t & forg s Taaeitar 7 <, I8 a1 gard fo P 9 <X ISF & 3%
3 3R 7 € ue Wy Al § & pferei=it wiftrezor & iR wrafaae ufshar a1 <guRYy @
3 B BN

Rather than forcing his ally to end its daily attacks on Palestinians and withdraw through a
ceasefire-for-hostages agreement, Mr. Trump is making an already intractable conflict
more complicated.

30 Fgarh &1 fhfeRdial iR oA e gHa THTd R 3R US| b dad giav™
U & TeH ¥ a0 A1 & o1 Ao - & oo, 4t <0 Uga ¥ gt dfeT "ad &f 3R
¥ SIfed &1 38 & |

This proposal will not win him peace. Rather, it will drag him deeper into the quicksand of
West Asia.
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Poland to join NATO's fuel
network amid Russia tension

the signing ceremony.
WARSAW Warsaw, the Minister

said, plans to build a 300-
A quarter of a century after km pipeline from Germany

it joined NATO and amid
rising tension on its east-
ern frontier, Poland will fi-
nally join the alliance’s fuel
pipeline network, the go-

to its military base in Byd-
goszcz, in north-central
Poland and home to NA-
TO’s “joint force training
centre” and several sup-

vernment said on Friday. port units.

The Western allies oper- The alliance has helped
ate a 10,000-km network fund the studies underly-
of European pipelines, Cezary Tomczyk ing the planning of the ex-
bringing fuel and lubri- tension, but Poland and
cants for tanks and aircraft  dering joining the NATOPi- PERN will build and oper-
to where troops might peline System (NPS) for ate their section of the pro-
need them in time of war. many years, and on Friday, ject once all 32 allies give

But the system was set the Defence Ministry and the go-ahead.

up during the Cold War,
when Poland was still a
member of the opposing
Warsaw Pact, and NATO’s
pipelines still do not reach
its bases closer to the bor-
ders with Russia and
Belarus.

Poland has been consi-

national pipeline operator
PERN unveiled a €4.7-bil-
lion to do so.

“This is one of the lar-
gest investments in the se-
curity of the Polish state in
the last 30 years,” Deputy
Defence Minister Cezary
Tomczyk told reporters at

Poland is NATO’s lead-
ing military spender in
terms of proportion of
GDP assigned to military
and security programmes
and a staunch ally of neigh-
bouring Ukraine, which
suffered an all-out Russian
invasion in February 2022.

Poland to join NATO’s fuel network amid Russia tension

Y & d91d & 919 Uids ATel & U Aedd o A3

e A quarter of a century after it joined NATO and amid rising tension on its eastern frontier,
Poland will finally join the alliance’s fuel pipeline network, the government said on Friday.
A1el ¥ M 81 & U= 914 a1g 3R 30 gt War )R 9gd 999 & o9, Md's sida:
T & S UTSUATSH Aedd I 9o, IRBR A YEHAR B HT|

o The Western allies operate a 10,000-km network of European pipelines, bringing fuel and
lubricants for tanks and aircraft to where troops might need them in time of war.

gf3edt wearht

10,000

& QT UIsars

Jcdd BT T B &, Sl el 3T
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SaLHdT 8l Thdl g

o But the system was set up during the Cold War, when Poland was still a member of the
opposing Warsaw Pact, and NATO'’s pipelines still do not reach its bases closer to the
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borders with Russia and Belarus. .
QAfp I8 voTeR =}t e & SR RMUd &1 718 ff, 5a Wrds onft oft arar 3ify &1 aew o,
aﬁvﬂgaﬁmaﬁﬁ'&laﬂﬂw 3R AR Bt Arelt & e fRd 9% SHH! asb gt

o 2
Poland has been considering joining the NATO Pipeline System (NPS) for many years, and
on Friday, the Defence Ministry and national pipeline operator PERN unveiled a €4.7-billion
plan to do so.
TS w3 auf § ATel ursuars e (NPS) & 1fid 81 WR 3R o 8T U1, 3R I[HaR &I
&I HAT 3R T UIRUATS SHTIReR PERN A €4.7 fafera= 3 diern &t giwon &1

“This is one of the largest investments in the security of the Polish state in the last 30
years,” Deputy Defence Minister Cezary Tomczyk told reporters at the sig% ing ceremony.

g fUwd 30 quf § Nids I Pt JI&T T B 715 GO g1 (a0 & TP ¢, SU &l At
Iodl IR 7 5XeR TURIE H DRI J HeTl

Warsaw, the Minister said, plans to build a 300-km pipeline from Germany to its military
base in Bydgoszcz, in north-central Poland and home to NATO’s joint force training
centre and several support units.

= A gl {6 IRET B Ao THH ¥ o 7e-3wd Uid's fRud fasy 3= org 9% 300
frahitex wdlt urguers s @1 3, ST ATE) & WYad 9 YRS $g 3R $s Jgad I3l
&1 & 5 |

The alliance has helped fund the studies underlying the planning of the extension, but Poland
and PERN will build and operate their section of the project once all 32 allies give the go-
ahead.

TeaY A faRdR & AeHT & d8d T T 37698 & AT o7 Iuas o ©, afdeT it 32
T &1 Aot e & a1 tids 3R PERN 370+ URAISHT & 5t &1 Faior 3iR Tarer
B |

Poland is NATO’s leading military spender in terms of the proportion of GDP assigned to
military and security programmes and a staunch ally of neighbouring Ukraine, which
suffered an all-out Russian invasion in February 2022.

Tds Ael &7 Uit A= Welwdt g, S U SHehft &1 91 iTwa A= 3R qrem srfepal &
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As aid dwindles, WFP
warns of ‘catastrophic

conditions’ in Somalia
GS I Africa ]

Agence France-Presse
NAIROBI

Millions of people in Somalia face worsening hun-
ger as major cuts to donor aid leave the World
Food Programme with a critical funding shortfall,
the UN agency warned on Friday.

The Horn of Africa nation is among the most
vulnerable to climate change, according to the Un-
ited Nations, and in the last five years has expe-
rienced both the worst drought in four decades
and once-in-a-century flooding.

In November, 7.5 lakh people — more than two
thirds of the current number — will be cut off from
the WFP emergency food programme.

That could “tip those worst affected into catas-
trophic conditions,” the agency said.

“We are seeing a dangerous rise in emergency
levels of hunger, and our ability to respond is
shrinking by the day,” said Ross Smith, WFP’s di-
rector of emergency preparedness and response,
in a statement.

The WFP leads the largest humanitarian opera-
tion in Somalia and supports more than 90% of
the country’s food security response.

“The current level of response is far below
what is required to meet the growing needs,”
Smith said.

Government data released in August show that
4.4 million people are facing acute food insecurity
in the conflict-ravaged nation.

With about 1.7 million children under five alrea-
dy acutely malnourished — including 4.66 lakh in
critical condition — the WFP said that only 1.8 lakh
are currently receiving its nutritional treatment, a
number that could fall even further.

As aid dwindles, WFP warns of ‘catastrophic
conditions’ in Somalia

WA-SY YETIdT ued! g, WFP IHTferar &
'IMUTaPTe uRfRAUfaal &Y adra-t aar e

¢ Millions of people in Somalia face worsening
hunger as major cuts to donor aid leave the World
Food Programme with a critical funding shortfall, the
UN agency wamed on Friday.

TrTierT H TRAT AN Sgdl YA BT AT IR I8 &
Fifds TG SFGIAT JgTadl | el & HRUT fay Jrer
PTAHH & U HeaqUl WIS B HH 81 7T &, T Y
THT A YEHAR B Id1a |

e The Horn of Africa nation is among the most
vulnerable to climate change, according to the United
Nations, and in the last five years has experienced both
the worst drought in four decades and once-in-a-century
flooding.

TR MY & AR, B TP AWIDT 1Y Targ giRaa
& foT Yo HaaTefiel o= F 9T 3, 3R gig asf o
I IR ! Bl Yo TR F@T 3R It T T IR 3
qTelt 9Tg H1 3T fhar 3|

Data released in August show that 4.4 million people are
facing acute food insecurity in the conflict-hit nation. AP

¢ In November, 7.5 lakh people — more than two-
thirds of the current number — will be cut off from the

WFP emergency food programme.

JdR H, 7.5 IRG AN —

Y T8 Bl S|

T & Gl-fagTs & 31 — WFP ITUTdSTe WTel HrdehH

e That could “tip those worst affected into catastrophic conditions,” the agency said.

Todl 3 el o 398 o 3HfAieh qufae <t ol

7 ¢l Toball g |

o “We are seeing a dangerous rise in emergency levels of hunger, and our ability to respond
is shrinking by the day,” said Ross Smith, WFP’s director of emergency preparedness and

response, in a statement.

B HMUTAHIAH WR Bt YR B TRATS g o9 I 8, AR gURI Ufafehar &3 o1 e faa-
§-fc7 ue € 8" Ross Smith, WFP & STuTasTe- 9arst 3R ufaferar fewre A te sa= o

FgT

e The WFP leads the largest humanitarian operation in Somalia and supports more than 90%

of the country’s food security response.

WFP TrHTferar & 9ad 98 WHadrard! ST &1 Ada HRdl § 3R 2 B WTe JRET
ufafsear &190% ¥ it TrfF FRar gl
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e “The current level of response is far below what is required to meet the growing needs,” Smith
said.
%Smith = Fgl, “TdHH Uffeha BT TR Fgdl Texdl Bl I HRA & [ad 3aFD WR 4 9gd A1
I"
o Government data released in August show that 4.4 million people are facing acute food
insecurity in the conflict-ravaged nation.

WHR & ARG T 9} b 7Y 31ips i@ & s 4.4 Miferas di fta @mer srgRe &1 I
FR B T, O AUY-IRA AP 7|

o With about 1.7 million children under five already acutely malnourished — including 4.66
lakh in critical condition — the WFP said that only 1.8 lakh are currently receiving its
nutritional treatment, a number that could fall even further.

YT 1.7 Tifer uia 9 @ %9 39 & I Ugd I 3§ g Pt ¢ — o 4.66 ARa TR
fRfa 7§ — WFP 3 38T for Hadt 1.8 I g1 IaH A 35T Ul IUIR U PR 3| 8, o
T 3R ot HH 8 ghdt g
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Safari surge: Tourists at the Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve in Maharashtra on Friday. The park in
Chandrapur district reopened on
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Safari surge: Tourists at the Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve in Maharashtra on Friday. The park in Chandrapur district reopened on
October 1 after a gap of three months. More than 90% of safari slots are booked for the next three months. K R. DEEPAK

October 1 after a gap of three months. More than 90%of safari slots are booked for the next three
months
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Nations must prepare to deal
with stablecoins: Sitharaman

Innovations in cryptocurrency are transforming landscape of money and capital flows, and they may force nations to adapt

to new monetary architectures or risk exclusion, says Finance Minister; India’s economic leverage is evolving, Minister adds

T.C.A. Shara
NEW DELHI

inting at a possible
l-l shift in India’s
cryptocurrency

policy, Union Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Friday said countries
would have to “prepare to
engage” with stablecoins
whether they welcome the
change or not.
“Innovations like stable-
coins are transforming the
landscape of money and
capital flows,” Ms. Sithara-
man said in her inaugural
address at the Kautilya
Economic Conclave here.

van

Scale of transformation
“These shifts may force na-
tions to make binary choic-
es: adapt to new monetary
architectures or risk exclu-
sion,” she said.

What is a stablecoin?

A stablecoin is a crypto asset that aims to maintain a stable
value relative to a specified asset, or a pool of assets

u These assets could be a monetary |
unit of account such as the dollar or
euro, a currency basket, a commodity

such as gold, or unbacked crypto
assets

m This stability can also be achieved

only if a centralised institution is
in charge of issuing (minting) and

redeeming [burning) these crypto assets

“Such  developments
underscore the scale of the
transformation under way.
They also remind us that
no nation can insulate it-
self from systemic change.
Whether we welcome
these shifts or not, we must
prepare to engage with
them.”

Stablecoins are a type of
cryptocurrency that at-

SOURCE: IMF

tempt to maintain stable
prices as they are pegged
to an underlying asset,
such as a basket of curren-
cies or precious metals.
The remarks come at a
time when the Finance Mi-
nistry and the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) have
both voiced their reserva-
tions about private crypto-
currencies, also referred to

as virtual digital assets.

India has not legalised
these products in terms of
regulation, but it does tax
transactions that involve
them.

The RBI, on the other
hand, has lobbied hard to
ban virtual digital assets
outright, while simultane-
ously launching pilot pro-
jects of its own Central
Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC).

Legal backing

CBDCs are cryptocurren-
cies issued by central
banks and have the same
legal backing as official
currency.

The Finance Minister
said India’s capacity to ab-
sorb external shocks was
strong and that its econom-
ic leverage was evolving.
“Wars and strategic rival-

Nations must prepare to deal with stablecoins: Sitharaman

Pl I Waaedlsd ¥ Fued & R daR vg=1 grm: Warwo

¢ |nnovations in cryptocurrency are transforming landscape of money and capital fiows, and
they may force nations to adapt to new monetary architectures or risk exclusion, says

Finance Minister; In

A TR 99 3R Yol yare & uRexd &Y gea @ 7, R d

dia’s economic leverage is evolving, Minister adds

15T 1 7S Al

ries are redrawing the
boundaries of cooperation
and conflict,” Ms. Sithara-
man said.

“Alliances that once ap-
peared solid are being test-
ed, and new coalitions are
emerging. For India, these
dynamics highlight both
vulnerability and
resilience.”

However, despite this
reliance, she also cau-
tioned that there was no
time for complacency.
“Just as eternal vigilance is
the price of liberty, eternal
performance is the price of
strategic independence,”
she said.

“There is no room for
complacency or self-con-
gratulation beyond a quiet
confidence in our abilities
to take the right decisions
and execute them,” the Fi-
nance Minister added.

TS Y 3T U1 IFSHR P SIRGH H ST Jobdl ©, 1 fas /il 3 hgT; HRd ot anffes
fad fawRid 81 381 8, 130 A et

e Hinting at a possible shift in India’s cryptocurrency policy, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday said countries would have to “prepare to engage” with

stablecoins whether they welcome the change or not.

YRd o1 fopgisdt -ifa & Suifad 9gama &1 ddd <d §T, S foam vt fdar Saraor =

IHAR ! BT b <N B RaABISH P 1Y "HUdh & oY TgR" 1 8T, 18 d 3T daard bl
WA B a1 gl |
e “Innovations like stablecoins are transforming the landscape of money and capital fiows,”
Ms. Sitharaman said in her inaugural address at the Kautilya Economic Conclave here.

TRIADIS oY IR T 3R Yol yaTe & IR &l 95 338 7, Sich Jarwur 3 agt
Pifeed snffe Twie o oo Igare HIvoT H HgT
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Scale of transformation

CakveCi|

“These shifts may force nations to make binary choices: adapt to new monetary architectures
or risk exclusion,” she said.

TG X! B! FguR fadwed s & T IoieR IR Thd & 75 Hifsd SRS HI U
g IeWhR & HRGH F us1,” I Hall
“Such developments underscore the scale of the transformation under way. They also remind
us that no nation can insulate itself from systemic change. Whether we welcome these shifts
or not, we must prepare to engage with them.”

VY fasrg TRt uRad & Tum &) Xeiferd s §1 35 I8 f are faar § i 18 i iy we
1 YUITKIIT] SicelTd & 3fefTT 61 3G HebdT| TTe §H 31 SGaldl 1 W B3 a1 4 &R, §H I
1Y S & e R g1 =
Stablecoins are a type of cryptocurrency that attempt to maintain stable prices as they are
pegged to an underlying asset, such as a basket of currencies or precious metals.

T8+ U% UHR &1 fopBIdedl § off FRR 1A 1T 3T HT T Bl § aaiih df fopait

Sfaffed Huftr ¥ IS gl 5, oI HaTaf B bl a1 i Urgy|
The remarks come at a time when the Finance Ministry and the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) have both voiced their reservations about private cryptocurrencies, also referred to as
virtual digital assets.

Tg feuult 39 9y 3 § e faw wamerg @ik YR fyerd 9@ (RBI) g1 7 st oo,
forg agara fEforee Tiicy +ft 8T ST 8, W 31U+ STafidt ST & |
India has not legalised these products in terms of regulation, but it does tax transactions that
involve them.

YRA A 39 ITel &) [ & Fauf § Sl 7 7] 1 €, @b U8 S Heifdd ae-a
R &R Tl 8 |
The RBI, on the other hand, has lobbied hard to ban virtual digital assets outright, while
simultaneously launching pilot projects of its own Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC).
ORI 3R, RBI 7 a3 fSfotea Ticy W guf ufey i & T &1 gaTd o &, Saifds Iy
gt 3ot Fefiy S fefored a1 (CBDC) 1 urade IRTISH = &1 8

Legal backing

gadq

CBDCs are cryptocurrencies issued by central banks and have the same legal backing as
official currency.

CBDC F51T d! gRT IR &1 o1 areft fbpienat 8 3iR 38 fieiRes qu1 & TaM B!
T U B

The Finance Minister said India’s capacity to absorb external shocks was strong and that its
economic leverage was evolving.

ﬁﬁﬁsﬂﬁi?%ﬁ? YRA B! I8 FH! DI Te- B B &l Holgd o AR 39! 3ffes wfda
EEIRN I

“Wars and strategic rivalries are redrawing the boundaries of cooperation and conflict,” Ms.
Sitharaman said.

& AR IS ufagfear Tgan iR du &t drarstt & R & Wia g 8, diad dareaor 3
Dol

“Alliances that once appeared solid are being tested, and new coalitions are emerging. For
India, these dynamics highlight both vulnerability and resilience.”

A TEaY S 31 el g1 3, 3id TR ST @ 7, 3R AU o SR @ & | HIRd & forg,
3 fo=fiedny SRRem 3R T SHf &) IR HRA 517

However, despite this reliance, she also cautioned that there was no time for complacency.
BT, 39 R & Face, 3o a8 1 Iara-it <t i STeidiy &1 dis 99g g1 5|

“Just as etemal vigilance is the price of liberty, eternal performance is the price of strategic
independence,” she said.
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e “There is no room for complacency or self-congratulation beyond a quiet cone dence in our
abilities to take the right decisions and execute them,” the Finance Minister added.

e F0fa A7 3R I AN B B gHRY et H =i Iy I 3 STy T SHTe-y=i

Two dead, over 100
injured during Banni
festival in Andhra

K. Umashanker
KURNOOL

Two people were killed
and more than a hundred
were injured at the annual
Banni festival at Devaragat-
tu in Holagunda mandal of
Kurnool district of Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday
night. Over 2 lakh people
from across Andhra Pra-
desh, Telangana, and Kar-
nataka gathered to witness
the traditional symbolic
stick fight rituals, held an-
nually on Vijayadashami.

The incident occurred
when a symbolic ritual es-
calated to violence.

jured were in a critical con-
dition and were admitted
to the Government Gener-
al Hospital at Adoni.

The traditional wedding
rituals of Mallamma and
Malleshwara Swamy, the
presiding deities of the hill
shrine, began late in the
evening, followed by the
procession of the idols.

As the procession
moved through the village,
two rival groups ‘armed
with thick bamboo sticks
and pestles’ clashed vio-
lently while attempting to
seize the idols.

Kurnool District Collec-
tor A. Siri and Superinten-

The police said at least  dent of Police Vikrant Patil
five persons among the in-  rushed to the spot.
3ffere T °Tad g1 U

B Bl oS 8l 8, fay wft A S

Two dead, over 100 injured during
Banni festival in Andhra

3ty & it wgieaa & R &t 4,
100 9 3P Trad

) |5 A
Unique tradition: Devotees engage in stick fights as part of the
annual Banni festival in Kurnool district. U. SUBRAMANYAM

. Two people were killed and more
than a hundred were injured at the annual
Banni festival at Devaragattu in Holagunda
mandal of Kurnool district of Andhra
Pradesh on Thursday night.

TFATR XA 1Y YA & I ford &
gIajsT Hed & = ¥ it it
HEIad | &1 Al $1 1id 81 78 IR 9 Y

e Over 2 lakh people from across Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Karnataka gathered to
witness the traditional symbolic stick fight rituals, held annually on Vijayadashami.

3ie U=, AT 3R PAlcd I

3T 2 IRE ¥ 3ifres &

UdibTdD 13! GG Bl

TH ¢ & o1 ST §T, SNl &R T fasrargRRft UR Siford &t et g |
e The incident occurred when a symbolic ritual escalated to violence.
g UcHI a4 g5 o9 Udh YdIdhIcd A fgal J 96d e |
e The police said at least five persons among the injured were in a critical condition and were
admitted to the Government General Hospital at Adoni.
qfer 2 o1 o araal & 9 &1 I H Ui arT 1R gTad 3 § 9iR 3 ST & IRBRY
AT SEgare § Ml B T 5
e The traditional wedding rituals of Mallamma and Malleshwara Swamy, the presiding deities
of the hill shrine, began late in the evening, followed by the procession of the idols.

udd dfR & presiding T HEeT 3R

o1 a1e gfdal &1 MURTET Ao T

e As the procession moved through the village, two rival groups ‘armed with thick bamboo
sticks and pestles clashed violently while attempting to seize the idols.

SIS QYR TG § BIhx oY, dl &l Uldgel g He ar9 &1 ansdr iR gaal 3 o g1
e ) pea B A ) IR A e = A forg T

HearaR W &1 URURe fare 7 &R IH = 65,
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¢ Kurnool District Collector A. Siri and Superintendent of Police Vikrant Patil rushed to the

spot.

P Fore Fagex . R ok yfery srdhters faspia wifed gid geei@ R g |

Pakistan lost several jets in
Operation Sindoor: IAF chief

Air chief says India inflicted extensive damage on radars, command-and-control centres, hangars,

and China-made JF-17 jets in Pakistan; he dismisses Pak. PM’s claim that India suffered huge losses

Saura!! I!!ve!!

NEW DELHI

ir Chief Marshal
Amar Preet Singh
on Friday said that
India inflicted extensive
damage on Pakistan’s air
power, including U.S.-
made F-16s and Chinese
JF-17 fighter jets, during
Operation Sindoor.
Speaking at the 93 Air
Force Day celebrations at
the Air Force Auditorium
in Delhi, the IAF chief pre-
sented a detailed account
of the strikes, while outlin-
ing the Air Force’s future
plans under Roadmap
2047.

Strategic strike

“From various Intelligence
reports, we have gathered
that radars were damaged
at four locations, com-
mand-and-control centres
destroyed at two, and run-
ways at two airfields were
hit. Three hangars were al-
so damaged across diffe-
rent stations. Within these
hangars and on the tar-
mac, we have clear evi-
dence of one C-130 class

Battle brief: Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh addressing a press
conference in New Delhi on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

aircraft destroyed, along
with four to five F-16 fighter
jets that were based at
these stations,” the Air
Chief Marshal said.

He said evidence indi-
cated the loss of one long-
range platform - likely an
AEW&C or SIGINT aircraft
— struck at a distance of
more than 300 km, along
with “five high-tech fight-
ers between the F-16 and
JF-17 class”.

Dismissing  Pakistan’s
claims of Indian losses, Mr.
Singh called them “mano-

har kahaniyan (fascinating
tales)”. “If they think they
downed our 15 jets, I hope
they are convinced about it
and they will cater for 15
less aircraft in my invento-
ry when they come to fight
again,” he said.

Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif had re-
cently told the United Na-
tions General Assembly
that seven Indian jets were
downed, a claim the IAF
has firmly rejected.

On the future plans, the
Air chief said all three ser-

Pakistan lost several jets in Operation Sindoor: IAF chief
TR Rigr & Ui = &5 S Ta: IR&E-T v

o Air chief says India inflicted extensive damage on radars, command-and-control centres,
hangars, and China-made JF-17 jets in Pakistan; he dismisses Pak. PM’s claim that India
suffered huge losses.

I U A FgT i YR A TR, PHIS-TS-Heid ded, 3R R 94 fAffa JF17 de w

vices have begun work on
the Sudarshan Chakra air
defence  system, an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on August
15.

The system is aimed at
shielding critical civilian
and military infrastructure
while providing decisive

responses to  enemy
threats.
Future of warfare

Responding to Tesla CEO
Elon Musk’s remarks that
drones, not manned air-
craft, represent the future
of warfare, Mr. Singh coun-
tered, “Manned platforms
will continue to play a cru-
cial role in combat opera-
tions. Fighter jets will re-
main relevant in the years
to come. Elon Musk is a
businessman.”

On the Tejas MKIA, the
IAF chief expressed enthu-
siasm for its induction, say-
ing, “Hungry mouths are
ready, waiting for the food
now.” He emphasised that
the aircraft was expected
to meet all performance
parameters outlined in ear-
lier requirements.
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TP & AUS THUH Ugar; 314 U & Ut & gra & Wl o o fs
URA &I YRI THAH gafll

Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh on Friday said that India inflicted extensive damage on
Pakistan’s air power, including U.S.-made F-16s and Chinese JF-17 fighter jets, during
Operation Sindoor.

IET T SR Wi R 7 YHaR &1 Hgl [ URA 7 TR RigR & SRA uifeea™ &
%qw%ﬁlnﬁwuéw,mﬁaﬁﬁaﬁw-m IR At Few-17 Fe1E famm= fia
|

Speaking at the 93rd Air Force Day celebrations at the Air Force Auditorium in Delhi, the IAF
chief presented a detailed account of the strikes, while outlining the Air Force’s future plans
under Roadmap 2047.

faeeht & TIRBR SifSciRgd T 934 Tavwi § YARIE H Siad gy, IRIA- Td = gHd! &l
ORI SIRT TR foam SiR ASAY 2047 & Tgd TGN BT HITS B Arer1ef BT Icoid fobaT |

Strategic strike

BHAT

“From various Intelligence reports, we have gathered that radars were damaged at four
locations, command-and-control centres destroyed at two, and runways at two airfields
were hit. Three hangars were also damaged across different stations. Within these hangars
and on the tarmac, we have clear evidence of one C-130 class aircraft destroyed, along
with four to five F-16 fighter jets that were based at these stations,” the Air Chief Marshal
said.

fafire gftean fRaief @ g7 udt =l 3 i aR RIMT IR TSR &fevd gu, 9 RiHl ® $His-
TS-deld Fex ¢ gU SR &) 7aTs gl & 313 WX gHan o | T R AR Reei
&R §UI 371 87RYT 3R CRfid TR R U U {t-130 40 & faw & 9 €1 iR IR A Ui
TH-16 TSP AU & Iad 8, IR U A gl

He said evidence indicated the loss of one long-range platform — likely an AEW&C or

SIGINT aircraft — struck at a distance of more than 300 km, along with “five high-tech
fighters between the F-16 and JF-17 class”.

351 HET % Tgd T 3 § f T et g2t F1 fau — Tyad: AEW&C IT SIGINT faam
— 300 forrft A 2 g8 W A gon, T B “TW-16 SR AH-17 T & 7 Uig IA-aHAD!
eI faur +t 7y gul

Dismissing Pakistan’s claims of Indian losses, Mr. Singh called them “manohar kahaniyan
(fascinating tales)”. “If they think they downed our 15 jets, | hope they are convinced about it
and they will cater for 15 less aircraft in my inventory when they come to fight again,” he
said.

U & YR JHHH & ardl bl @RS HRd gY, 9t Rig 7 I% ARSI $1 PaI-ar
HET| “gf¢ d Trad § o 351 §AR 15 Ae RT3, a & SR FraT § fh 3 39 SR § 314 &
3R 9 3 GIaRT TS SMEA ot d B T & 15 9 fqus 7= a7, 3511 FeTl
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had recently told the United Nations General
Assembly that seven Indian jets were downed, a claim the IAF has firmly rejected.

& UYTHA] gETST TR = g1l 1 H HYeR AP HGTHHT D Sl U1 fob AT HReAHd
Sie IR IR 71T, foR YR argaaT = it S @i & fea|

On the future plans, the Air chief said all three services have begun work on the Sudarshan
Chakra air defence system, announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on August 15.

YIS F1 Aierreit WR, argEHT U = Fgl fob 9t il S1sMt = 15 SR ! JuEa RS
M gRT N Y= =k arg 38T Yurelt R S RE 7R A gl

The system is aimed at shielding critical civilian and military infrastructure while providing
decisive responses to enemy threats.

3 YUITeH T I AUl ANTR® 3R VT T B 31 1 2, 1Y € g9 S @Rl &
ferg forfaes ufafsar wem w1 3|

Future of warfare

yfawr &1 g
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Responding to Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s remarks that drones, not manned aircraft, represent
the future of warfare, Mr. Singh countered, “Manned platforms will continue to play a crucial
role in combat operations. Fighter jets will remain relevant in the years to come. Elon Musk is
a businessman.”

T W3 T Ap D1 39 fewht R ufdfshar <d gu fos widwr o1 g5 AHa g d famml
(SIF) T g, ot Rig 3 uaear foarn, “ama Jaferd WewiH g st o itCal
YT BT 3 a1t Tl & AT fadH Ui 5 87 | T Ap U TR 8 I”

On the Tejas Mk1A, the IAF chief expressed enthusiasm for its induction, saying, “Hungry
mouths are ready, waiting for the food now.” He emphasised that the aircraft was expected to
meet all performance parameters outlined in earlier requirements.

AT Mk1A TR, TS TG A ST& M 81 DI AR ITE e o 3R g, “Yd e
39 R B, HISH BT SauiR R IR 217 31 SR ez fob ug faum uga &t siaggearent § adg
T gt ue=i aFSt & R {1 B
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Domestic vitality

Domestlc firms qhow more faith

ment announce-
ments in the country paint a mixed pic-
ture, with varying policy implications.
New project announcements by the private sec-
tor overall rose to nearly a 15-month high in the
first half of this financial year to ¥9.9 lakh crore.
Such investments have historically been driven
by Indian firms, but that concentration has inten-
sified in the last few years. While Indian firms ac-
counted for 77% of all private sector announce-
ments in 2018-19, that share was 94% in the first
half of the current financial year. Taken together,
these data points underscore a diametrically op-
posite outlook on the Indian economy held by
domestic and foreign firms. Domestic firms seem
increasingly optimistic. It remains to be seen how
many of these announcements fructify, but the
data show that the value of projects actually com-
pleted by Indian firms was also at a near 15-
month high so far this fiscal. This should come as
a relief to the government, which has been push-
ing the private sector to invest more. The data al-
so show that most of these new investments are
to be in the manufacturing sector — another
strong positive for the economy. A large part of
these new investments was announced before
the GST rate cuts were first made public on Au-
gust 15, implying the private sector’s confidence
goes deeper than an expectation of a temporary
demand boost. If the investments do come
through, that will leave the government with
more fiscal room to address developmental and
defence issues, both of which need its attention.
Foreign firms, on the other hand, do not seem
quite as convinced by the India story. The value
of project announcements by foreign companies
fell to 0.6 lakh crore in the first half of FY26,
marking the third consecutive year of decline
during this period, and also a five-year low. Sever-
al global factors have certainly dampened inves-
tor sentiment ever since the COVID-19 pandemic,
but the fact remains that global investment out-
flows nevertheless increased 11% in 2024 and 3%
in 2023. While the latest tariff friction with the
U.S. would have shaken some confidence in India
as an investment destination this year, the go-
vernment needs to figure out why foreign compa-
nies were looking elsewhere even before. The da-
ta also reveal that fresh announcements by the
government stood at ¥1.5 lakh crore during the
period under review, down 71% over the same pe-
riod last year. This is in line with the Centre’s
warnings that it will not be growing its capex as
fast as before. However, with the government and
foreign companies pulling back, the pressure on
Indian firms increases. Simultaneously, the ur-
gency to keep this momentum going through
ease of doing business reforms also sharpens.

Domestic vitality

TR Sieadr

* Domestic firms show more faith in India than foreign investors
TR HUMHAT HRA R fae=f o ot o & i fay
et &

Investment Announgements in India
YR # fawr gryomy

e The latest data on investment announcements in the
country paint a mixed picture, with varying policy implications.
231§ fraw womai & FdiHad stics U fHfd aedik 9% ovd
&, o sremT-sra ffenTa gy 5

¢ New project announcements by the private sector overall
rose to nearly a 15-month high in the first half of this financial
year to ¥9.9 lakh crore. ]

foeit &= g1 =18 uRaisr aivunt 59 o<y ayf @t vl ol d
%9.9 AR PG P U TS, S THTHT 15 WEIR P S wiR
RE

¢ Such investments have historically been driven by Indian
firms, but that concentration has intensified in the last few
years.

U8 3w UdeTiies =0 d R ufral gRT J=merd @ ¢,
Afeh+T g1 & au 7 Ig THRIAT 3R 31fireh 76 T 31

¢ While Indian firms accounted for 77% of all private sector
announcements in 2018-19, that share was 94% in the first half
of the current financial year.

STRT 2018-19 H Wit FAoht &= 1 awomeft & WiRedrg Sufral &1
e 77% 1, a8t 91 faxita adf ! ugeh Bwel # 98 fewn 94%
el

e Taken together, these data points underscore a

diametrically opposite outlook on the Indian economy held by
domestic and foreign firms.

JHY U ¥ W @) T 3fihe W 3R faeeh dufat grt R
SR IR W T TheH faudia ef¥@ior o Yaifed ad |
e Domestic firms seem mcreasmgly optlmlstlc

TR HUMA! doft I SATRIETS fears gat

¢ It remains to be seen how many of these announcements
fructify, but the data show that the value of projects actually
completed by Indian firms was also at a near 15-month high so
far this fiscal.

g T 911 & P 378 I fHa-) 9ivunt arad § |IeR il §,
A 3ifeps I § b 39 faxig avf # YR Huf~al gRT aRad
# quf 1 178 uRaeTTeit &1 gt ft U 15 7 & I W
TR T

e This should come as a relief to the government, which has
been pushing the private sector to invest more.

g WHR o {o7Y U I8 -l A1, ot Fsft & b1 3ifds
3w & & fore o R @ B

e The data also show that most of these new investments are
to be in the manufacturing sector — another strong positive
for the economy.

33 78 f 9 & 5 370 ¥ sifireier 7u faw fafemfor g &
B — SNt 3rfeae & fE U 3R Aelgd RIS Hahd gl
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A large part of these new investments was announced before the GST rate cuts were first

made public on August 15, implying the private sector’s confidence goes deeper than an

expectation of a temporary demand boost.

39 ¢ 19T &1 U ST fewT GST &3 | Held! I 15 3R &) ol fHT oH J Uga &l

gﬁa%mwzn, RreT Haas g f& sl &= &1 fayre draa sreurdht 1 gfg ot smam 3 Texr
I

If the investments do come through, that will leave the government with more fiscal room to

address developmental and defence issues, both of which need its attention.

gfe 3 f4a aRad | o1md §, o 78 IR ! faprarets 3R I8 el (@1 e e 33 &t

ATALH AT §) P T Fx & oy 31 Isrep Iy gy 3|

Foreign firms, on the other hand, do not seem quite as convinced by the India story.

GO ok, fad=ht Fuf~al WRd 3t Herit I I S ol AT |

The value of project announcements by foreign companies fell to 0.6 lakh crore in the first

half of FY26, marking the third consecutive year of decline during this period, and also a

five-year low.

fac=n dufdl gRT aRTSHT Syl &1 g FY26 31 Ugc ©e! H U 20.6 ARG RIS 8
T, S 39 A A earR R 9 $ fRTae 3R Ty 8 ule e 1 gHaw R g

Several global factors have certainly dampened investor sentiment ever since the COVID-19
pandemic, but the fact remains that global investment outflows nevertheless increased
11% in 2024 and 3% in 2023.

% B FR®I 7 AT T F COVID-19 TFTHRI & 91 ¥ RIS YT &I HHSIR ol @,
AfdeT a1 % § o affyes fora=r warg i ot 2024 & 11% 3R 2023 F 3% a7

While the latest tariff friction with the U.S. would have shaken some confidence in India as
an investment destination this year, the govemment needs to figure out why foreign
companies were looking elsewhere even before.

Safds 39 Y ST o W1 G Yo cavTd 4 YRd &I Ha¥ 7Tdd & U § $8 [y
QT 1T, TRBHR ! T8 Ual A1 BT o fac=it Hufal uga I & wel 3iR Ff ou g |

The data also reveal that fresh announcements by the government stood at ¥1.5 lakh crore
during the period under review, down 71% over the same period last year.

3ifpe Tg W S © b Tle B Sfafdl & AR WRBIR gRT H TS S GO 21,5 A1 BAS
g, of forset oy ot 53t eafyr &) a1 o 71% +9 B

This is in line with the Centre’s warnings that it will not be growing its capex as fast as

before.

Ig $g P Adraf=al & =Y g fb a8 U YSTd 4 (capex) &1 Ugd forat doft @ 78

CEIIE

However, with the government and foreign companies pulling back, the pressure on

Indian firms mcreases

g, WRPR MR fadh Hufrat & fis gent I, URdra Fufral | gad segar g

Simultaneously, the urgency to keep this momentum going through ease of doing business

reforms also sharpens.

aﬁuﬁﬁﬁgﬁaﬁw G B ATDIIehdT SATH B B I YR & J1eqd F iR
|
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This clean energy rise needs climate finance expansion

ndia’s clean energy transition is gaining
l momentum. In 2024, India added 24.5

gigawatts (GW) of solar energy capacity,
making it the third largest contributor globally
after China and the United States, making it a key
player in the global shift towards renewables.

The United Nations Secretary-General’s 2025

Climate Report recognises India, alongside Brazil
and China, as a leading developing country in
scaling solar and wind energy. In 2023, the
renewable energy sector employed over a million
people, contributing to 5% of GDP growth. Of
this, off-grid solar alone employed over 80,000
people in 2021. India’s leadership in establishing
the International Solar Alliance (ISA) is laudable.

The critical gap

But this impressive momentum needs a
consistent push. Beneath the headlines lies a
critical gap — the financial scaffolding that is
needed to sustain and scale this transition.
Without a dramatic expansion of climate finance,
India will struggle to meet its climate targets.

The economic case for clean energy has solid
basis. According to the International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA), if India follows a
1.5°C-aligned pathway, it could achieve average
annual GDP growth of 2.8% through 2050, more
than double the G-20 average. Battery-integrated
renewables, decentralised grids and green
hydrogen technologies are all creating new
opportunities for inclusive, future-ready growth.
Yet, this momentum hinges on the missing piece
of climate finance.

The size of India’s climate finance gap is wide.
Recent estimates indicate a requirement of $1.5
trillion by 2030 to stay on a 1.5°C pathway, while
the Ministry of Finance places the figure at over
$2.5 trillion by 2030 to meet national targets. This
includes capital for expanding renewables,
strengthening the electricity grid, deploying
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battery storage, scaling up green hydrogen, and
transitioning to sustainable transport and
agriculture. The current flow of climate finance
falls well short of this target.

By December 2024, India’s cumulative aligned
green, social, sustainability and
sustainability-linked (GSS+) debt issuance had
reached $55.9 billion, representing a 186%
increase since 2021, with green bonds accounting
for 83% of total aligned issuance. The trajectory
remains strong, with green bond investment in
India crossing $45 billion in 2025, and sustainable
finance targets aiming for $100 billion by 2030,
indicating robust private sector engagement.

However, the challenge of expanding beyond
large corporates remains valid. While the private
sector was responsible for 84% of the total green
bond issuance, access for micro, small, and
medium enterprises, agri-tech innovators, and
local infrastructure developers continues to need
enhancement through concessional finance and
risk-sharing mechanisms. India’s successful solar
energy auctions under the Solar Park Scheme
have been cited as one initiative in support of
attracting private financing. Similarly, India’s
issuance of sovereign green bonds and the
success of Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI)-regulated social bonds have channelled
private capital into climate action, education and
health care.

Changes to strategy

To unlock this gap in finance, India must diversify
and deepen its climate finance strategy, starting
with public finance. National and State
governments can use Budget allocations and
fiscal tools to attract private capital and de-risk
green investments.

Blended finance can bridge this divide. While
concessional finance and risk-sharing
mechanisms are often referenced, there is a need

to examine how they work across sectors, scales
and investor profiles. Credit enhancement
instruments such as partial guarantees or
subordinated debt can improve the risk-return
profile of green projects, making them more
attractive to private lenders. Similarly,
performance or loan guarantees can unlock
finance for mid-sized clean energy infrastructure
in Tier I and III cities, where governance and
delivery risks may deter investors.

Scaling such models will require unlocking
domestic institutional capital, from pension
funds, insurers and sovereign wealth funds.
India, too, can unlock similar potential by
enabling its institutional investors such as the
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation or the
Life Insurance Corporation, to allocate a portion
of their portfolios to climate-aligned investments.
This would require regulatory reforms such as
clearer environmental, social, and governance
investment guidelines, risk mitigation
instruments and long-term green project
pipelines.

Tap carbon markets
Policy and institutional support are critical.
Carbon markets offer another avenue. India’s
new Carbon Credit Trading Scheme could unlock
new finance streams if it is transparent, well
regulated and equitable. Equally urgent is
financing for adaptation and loss and damage.
India must lead not just on clean energy but
also on climate finance innovation, with visible,
scalable breakthroughs. This can be through
blockchain for tracking climate finance, Artificial
Intelligence-driven risk assessment for green
portfolios, or tailored blended finance models
that reflect India’s unique social, environmental
and economic realities.

The views expressed are personal

This clean energy rise needs climate finance expansion

WD Sl g I waary o fawR 3t smazawdar 8

India’s Clean Ener y_Transition
HRA Bl A HPpHUT

¢ India’s clean energy transition is gaining momentum.
HRd BT WD Holl YhHUT doil Yehe eI 2|

e In 2024, India added 24.5 gigawatts (GW) of solar energy capacity, making it the third
largest contributor globally after China and the United States, making it a key player in the

global shift towards renewables.

2024 T, YRd 7 24.5 IRMMErE (GW) WR SHeif &ridr sial, o gg 7 oIk Tgad 9
3ARHT & 1 AP TR W TRT IS FST IRTEHD! 5 T, 3R Ig BN Solf Bt
Ay o= # ve wE fRarst = |

o The United Nations Secretary-General’s 2025 Climate Report recognises India, alongside
Brazil and China, as a leading developing country in scaling solar and wind energy.

Y Y HgTHIIG BT 2025 weraryg Kure

P v | eroft fierasie 39 & =0 & grgdr &t 21

e |n 2023, the renewable energy sector employed over a million people, contributing to 5%

of GDP growth.

YR B! sToiiel 3R T & TY IR 3R T Sl

2023 ®, Aoty Seif & A v fafera A siftre @i &) s fean, St pp faera A

5% T ARTGH T

e Of this, off-grid solar alone employed over 80,000 people in 2021.
¥, 3iTp-frs | 7 3rbat 2021 # 80,000 | 3iftre @ o1 AsTR |
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 India’s leadership in establishing the International Solar Alliance (ISA) is laudable.

TR (AT (ISA) BT R & YR B Add & IRIE14 ¢ |

The Criticql Gap
X

o But this impressive momentum needs a consistent push. Beneath the headlines lies a
critical gap — the financial scaffolding that is needed to sustain and scale this transition.
AP ST YHIGRITE T Y el T B IR ¢ | GRAGT & e Ueh Hgeayuf 3R § —
Tg foriig i St 39 ThHUI &f 99T a4 SR 96 & foT 3iawge g1

e Without a dramatic expansion of climate finance, India will struggle to meet its climate
targets.

Saarg fad & A fadR & fom1, YR & forg 3o Sidarg A&t ! Q1 631 GiRepd oRT|

e The economic case for clean energy has a solid basis. According to the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), if India follows a 1.5°C-aligned pathway, it could
achieve average annual GDP growth of 2.8% through 2050, more than double the G-20

average
%mmwwmmm% SevRHd frguad TSl Tl

(|RENA)3?&|§HR e YRd 1.5°C-FfEy wrf &1 urem w=ar 8, af 98 2050 9 Siaa arfife
GDP fA®TH 2.8% U &R Tohdll 7, S G20 3d ¥ ST 81

o Battery-integrated renewables, decentralised grids and green hydrogen technologies
are all creatmg new opportunities for inclusive, future-ready growth.

, faFdipa firs ok M4 sgsioe de-te i waah, ufaw-

R Ty Ry = 3R e B &

e Yet, this momentum hinges on the missing piece of climate finance.
forx +ff, Tg T STeraTyg fa & srvma R AR w7

o The size of India’s climate finance gap is wide. Recent estimates indicate a requirement of
$1.5 trillion by 2030 to stay on a 1.5°C pathway, while the Ministry of Finance places the
figure at over $2.5 trillion by 2030 to meet national targets.

YRA & STAarg faT 3faR 71 SMHR S 5| BRI 3FAM §dd & fb 1.5°C AN )R &4 G &
fo 2030 % $1.5 feferaa ot sraxawmal &, Tefe fam waTeR W A&t & O HA & faw
2030 T $2.5 feferaa § o1 sriwar 3|

e This includes capital for expanding renewables, strengthening the electricity grid,
deploying battery storage, scaling up green hydrogen, and transitioning to sustainable
transport and agriculture.

U M 8 Goit TSRy et &1 IR, faeredt firs @) usgg &1, et vsrur
AT BT, WA SIS SN T¢I, 3R ad uikag iR Sy & Jshwur & |

e The current flow of climate finance falls well short of this target.
I STerary o vaTe 39 989 | 1wl U G|

o By December 2024, India’s cumulative aligned green, social, sustainability and
sustainability-linked (GSS+) debt issuance had reached $55.9 billion, representing a

186% increase since 2021, with green bonds accounting for 83% of total aligned
issuance.
faiaR 2024 9%, YRA & Tl WRAT W, FiNra, TR iR TeAfaferdl-Rivs
(GSS+) 0T Y $55.9 ARG o Ug 8 <, W 2021 A 186% IR G2 2, o ot
WA TR H W 915 83% T |

e The trajectory remains strong, with green bond investment in India crossing $45 billion in

2025, and sustainable finance targets aiming for $100 billion by 2030, indicating robust
private sector engagement.

S Toigd o1 g3 g, YRd & W+ afs frawr 2025 # $45 fafers uR &= T, ok
TRATH BIEIE el BT G&d 2030 A% $100 R, S Toigd fArett &9 3t urfie™t o
CRUGIR]

o However, the challenge of expanding beyond large corporations remains valid.

eI, ISt Hufal ¥ 3 faaR &= &1 A snft ot URifies B
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While the private sector was responsible for 84% of the total green bond issuance, access
for micro, small, and medium enterprises, agri-tech innovators, and local infrastructure
developers continues to need enhancement through concessional finance and risk-
sharing mechanisms.

Safes [l &8 o I s SIRY BT 84% fTHGR U1, JeH, @Y 3R Ay o+, Th-3e
TauadH!, 3R RIFTT awRET JqaqH B oy ug & onh o QR FY HaTHHa 2, o
gﬁwﬁﬂsﬁ?mmaﬂsmwﬂ@raﬁww%l

India’s successful solar energy auctions under the Solar Park Scheme have been cited as
one initiative in support of attracting private financing.

YR B! 0 d WR SHell Ararit FR uTh i1 & dgd &! felt faw & siefid &3 &

9 B T U5 & =0 | Igyd fhar w3l

Similarly, India’s issuance of sovereign green bonds and the success of Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI)-regulated social bonds have channelled private capital
into climate action, education and health care.

I I, mesﬁﬂmaﬁmaﬁ?mmﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬁmaﬁ(smn
ﬁnﬁa@;&gmaﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁmmﬁ fRram 3R WA I@HTE A
BRI |

Changes to Strategy

o Sgaa

To unlock this gap in finance, India must diversify and deepen its climate finance strategy,
starting with public finance.

=9 faxfta SR &1 Wi & o, URA &1 U srerary, fam Yoty 1 fafaefiawon ofk mevrs
a1 8T, EeHTd Ardwifae fasr O axet gt

National and State governments can use Budget allocations and fiscal tools to attract
private capital and de-risk green investments.

3R I IPR Toie ATde 3R faxiia IuHwont &1 IuanT Hras fAeh geft &t
BT TR Tl § SR A A% & IRIA & HH IR Ihall g
Blended finance can bridge this divide.
T 3R B! Ule & foIe s Wwigaw Sudrh g1 gavdl 8|
While concessional finance and risk-sharing mechanisms are often referenced, there is a
need to examine how they work across sectors, scales, and investor profiles.
e SRR Ffaemers fam siiv sif@q-arsre=vr & &1 e foar ST ], a8 3@
AT g fop T fafta &=, dwmt ok e Mwrsd # &8 &H #d &
Credit enhancement instruments such as partial guarantees or subordinated debt can

improve the risk-return profile of green projects, making them more attractive to private
Ienders

Hise Tgiatc IUHIUL, oY 3Mifkred TRt a1 AasifEes HBur, WA Wieidey & -
Y MBISA B! 95k &1 Ihd §, R 3 Frsht sBUTGTaTail & R SR ST & o1 2

Similarly, performance or loan guarantees can unlock finance for mid-sized clean energy
infrastructure in Tier Il and Il cities, where governance and delivery risks may deter
investors.

33t e, WGRI 91 BT MR HeAH STHR BT WG FHoll SGwR=T1 & I Tier Il AT 11
e | a0 1 Wi abct 7, STeT A 3R fyaror Sif@m et & gdlgd & I 7|
Scaling such models will require unlocking domestic institutional capital, from pension
funds, insurers and sovereign wealth funds.
@Wﬁaﬁ%ﬁaﬁqmwﬁﬁ@aﬁﬁwm S UM s,
STl iR IUY 41 H|

India, too, can unlock similar potential by enabling its institutional investors such as the
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation or the Life Insurance Corporation, to allocate a
portion of their portfolios to climate-aligned investments.

YR i 33 TRE BT &l T Febell § 30 WRINTA Fraerepd, ot serardt wfsa fAfy
TS I7 ATSH AR PIURIM, B TAAT-HTd (A= & T I Uichiierd &1 Th
f%wm%amﬁaﬁ&@:ﬁm|
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This would require regulatory reforms such as clearer environmental, social, and
governance investment guidelines, risk mitigation instruments and long-term green
project plpellnes

Frarae Ul 3t sazadsdr g, oY Wy yatarur, Jrarire iR u=mafae fAawr
feranfardw, sifaw gitexor Suseor 3R e e Wi iviee ursuears—|

Tap Carbon Markets
BT TR BT IUANT

Policy and institutional support are critical.

Hifr o HeurTa wudE de@yy 71

Carbon markets offer another avenue.

BT TR TS 3R AN UGH I ¢ |

India’s new Carbon Credit Trading Scheme could unlock new finance streams if it is
transparent, well-regulated and equitable.

YR 1 -5 BIAT hiSc SIS goT U fawdia yarg &1 Iid G § Jig I8 URGRT, St
aE ¥ A afa ok wam w0 & =masTa gl

Equally urgent is financing for adaptation and loss and damage.

T FU ¥ 75U § SIHaT 3R T Td T & fore fasadigor|

India must lead not just on clean energy but also on climate finance innovation, with
visible, scalable breakthroughs.

YR DI $Had TS Sl 8 gl a1, Sfed Fary fad AamaR & 1ff Aqa 1 a1y, e T
3R U1 gFg At ol

This can be through blockchain for tracking climate finance, Artificial Intelligence-driven
risk assessment for green portfolios, or tailored blended finance models that reflect
India’s unique social, environmental and economic realities.

%mwwémﬁﬂ%%mw W néwiferar & forw Al-arfea
e geaie, a1 fafRy s0'8s WisY Aised & J1H I, St YR $I g 1d ATHTOS,
ygfar ity iR enffes areafdearsii ! axia g1
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